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gotten ; generally, there is prolapsus of the 
uterus, sometimes there is inversion, some- 
LECTURES times there is scirrhosity, and, in connexion 
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Lecture XXII, 
Polypus of the Uterus. Inversion. 


Tue carcinoma of the uterus, to be de- 
scribed in a fature Lecture, is a disease by 
no means infrequent in its occurrence ; but 
polypus, a much more manageable affec- 
tion, is not so often met with. It is, how- 
ever, of great importance, that this disease 
should be thoroughly understood, because, 
where it occurs, especially if the om jm 
grow in the higher parts of the genital ca- 
vity, in the neck of the uterus, or in its 
body, very dangerous symptoms may ulti- 
mately be produced, and the patient may 
sink, though where the int is once 
thoroughly comprehended, it may, in gene- 
ral, be promptly removed. In this disease you 
find growing a tumour, more or less round, 
firm, hard, insensible, smooth generally, 
sometimes effiorescent upon the surface, 
covered by the inner membrane of the womb 
or vagina, and connected with the genitals 
by a small part, differing in its proportion 
to the body of the growth. Very various 
is the size of polypus; at first not bigger 
than a pea, then becoming as large as a 
fist, as the foetal head, as the body of a 
fotos, and | than this, where it is un- 
wisely suffered tocontinue, If the shank of 
the polypus be small, say aot bigger than 
the ttle finger, the body may be of great 
bulk; or you may have a bulky shavk, as 
large as the wrist, though the body of the 
tumour does not grow in propéftion. In the 
general, the genitals are sound where this 
growth appears, but other affections may 
concur with it, and which must not be for- 
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with polypus, as I have shown you, you may 
have large tubercles in the substance of the 
ovaries. The seat of the polypus is various, — 
it may lie out between the limbs under the 
eye, or it may lie in the vagina, or itmay 
be concealed in the uterus, and sbut up 
there as an ovum in the earlier period of 
pregnancy. All this the preparations before 
you will illustrate. 

Treatment.—In the treatment of this dis- 
ease, and to this I next proceed, the first 
principle, undisputed, I suppose, by those 
who are possessed of experience in the ma- 
magement of these morbid growths, is, that 
it ought by all means to be extirpated ; for, 
unless it be removed, it will continue to 
grow larger and larger, till it utterly wears 
out life, and this especially, if it be shoot- 
ing from the upper part of the uterus, or 
even from the neck. It is, moreover, 
vast importance in , not only that it 
should ‘be po ar that this extir- 
pation should be accomplished as early as 
possible. Into an error which is very great, 
the practitioner sometimes falls. Not being 
accustomed to make an accurate diagnosis of 
the genital diseases, he does not discover 
the existence of polypus for months, or per- 
haps for years, and the consequence is, that 
originally as large as a walnut, it may be- 
come at last as large as a child's head; and 
it may bring on prolapsus of the uterus, and 
a great deal of mucous or sanguineous dis- 
charge, all of which may be prevented, in 
great measure, when the polypus is extir- 
pated early. Now if the polypus is shut up 
in the uterus, where it is not to be felt, the 
practitioner may be excused; but when it is 
not shut up in the uterus, when it is seated 
in the vagina, or lying beyond the external 
parts, whether it grow from the neck or from 
the upper part of the uterus, when suffered to 
become as big as the closed hand or the feetal 
head, it is a disgrace to our art; and yet 
the preparations show you that oftén these 
great mistakes occur. y this down, then, 
asa most important part of your practice, 


that polypi are not only to be taken away, 
but eat they are to be extinpeted carly, as 
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please, and it will keep that curve; at one 
end of this stem there is a loop or eye, at 
There are different modes in which it has| the other end you have a hich 


, tow 


been proposed to extirpate these polypi;| the ligature is to be fastened. There are 
some beea y some | modes in which the instrument 
torn, some cut away, and some have come| may be used, and I will show you all of 


away of their own aceord. If a pus be) 
connected with a shank, of a size little more 
than that of a thread, you may take it away) 
with the fingers; but where it is of large 
size, 1 think the best mode of proceeding is 
with the ligature, applied by means of one of 
those instruments, of which I shall hereafter 


Ja order that the ligature may be applied, 
it is necessary that you should be provided 
with proper instruments; and, in the first 
place, you ought to have a wire well an- 
nealed, or a piece of ley-cord, well covered 
with wax; or, which will answer excel- 
leatly, you may provide yourselves with a 
Stroug silk, or a small skein of silk covered 
over with twisted gold wire, e ily ured 
where they sell the materials a 

cuts rapidly through icle, and is, 
therefore, well adapted to those cases in 
which the pedicle is large. The advantage 
of the silk covered with wire is, that it ac- 

uires a certain degree of stiffuess, but which 
= not destroy its flexibility; and where 
a is formed, it will be the firmer and 
more easily fixed. There are different in- 
struments for applying the ligature. Here 
is Levret’s contrivance, consisting of two 
tubes lying side by side, and consolidated 
by solder ; through one of these tubes you 
pass one end of the ligature, drawing it 
through, so as to bring it to the middle, 
and then you pass the other end of the liga- 
ture into the other tube, when you can 
easily form a loop. There is another instru- 
ment mentioned by Burns, a contrivance of 
his own, which consists of two tubes, but 
which are not united by solder, but by 
means of a third piece, which holds them 
together, and may be removed at pleasure. 
Now, in using the instrument, you are to 
put one end of the ligature down the one 
tube, as before, and the other down the 
other, by which you make the loop, and 
thea carrying the instrument up so that its 
point may lie on the shank of polypus, 
and bearing one tube down one side of the 
polypus and the other down the other side, 
you bring them round the shank of the poly- 
(in this manner) tll they meet, after- 
wards binding them together by means of 
the third piece. After a1, however, one of 
the best instruments I know of, for intro- 
ducing the ligature in ordinary cases, is 
what is called Hunter's needle 
Now this needle consists of a stem of iron, 
which, though flexible, is nevertheless very 
stiff, so that you can give it what curve you 


them, for sometimes yod will find one con- 
venient, and sometimes the other. And 
first, | form a loop by putting the ue 
ture through the eye of the polypus needle ; 
then by means of the finger, if the polypus 
is small, 1 carry the loop over the . 
thea draw it tight and tie it to the handle. 
A second method of epplying the ligature is, 
to put one end of the ligature only through 
the eye of the needle, to earry two fingers of 
the left hand up to the shank of the polypus, 
then to pass the eye of the needle into the 
same situation, guided by the two fingers; 
now the needle thus placed, may be passéd 
all round the polypus, carrying the lige. 
ture, of course, with it, and in that 
manner it may be made to include the shank. 
The ligature thus put round the pedicle, 
you draw down the needle with care, so as 
to bring the eye under sight, and then pass- 
ing the second end through the eye, you 
draw it tight, when the polypus is secure. 
There is yet a third mode in which you 


may apply the ligature with this instru- 
meaty and which is as follows i—As be- 
ore, 


ou put one end of the ligature 
} aE the on of the needle, and carry it 
up to the shank of the polypus; then you 
get the other end of the ligature into your 
fingers, and by means of the fingers pass 
it round the mk; this done, you put the 
second end through the eye of the needle, 
draw it tight, and constrict the polypus. 
So that by all these three modes, the liga- 
ture may be applied ; sometimes by the one, 
and sometimes M the other, as circumstances 
may require. When you have placed the 
ligature on the shank, you may thea draw 
it tight, and fix it to the handle of the 
needle ; aud you will find there ivory studs, 
formed for this purpose, to which these, the 
ligatures, may be very easily secured. 

It is a point of no small importance in ap- 
plying the ligature to determine when this 
application is practicable, and when it is 
not, always recollecting that the sooner the 
Operation is performed the better. Now 
there are some who advise that we should 
wait till the polypus comes down and lies 
out between the limbs, and that then we 
should apply the ligature; but, then, how 
should we ourselves like to be left bed. riddem 
age a tumour for weeks, months, and years, 
in this way, giving rise to great discharges 
of blood, the of it, in tle 


course of agreek or a fortnight, is known 


to be possible. Itis true that many women, 
like their own tea-urn, are merely transfer- 


red from room to room, but though they 
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are not very locomotive beings, to 

leave them lying in this situation suffering a 
great deal of pain, and subject to danger 
when the remedy could be so easily applied, 

is it not cruel? for myself, if 1 were to treat 

a patient of mine in this manner, I should 
consider myself most iniquitous and unjusti- 
fiable. There are others whos, with more 
good sense, advise that we should wait till 
we feel the pedicle of the polypus, and that 
the ligature should then be applied; and, 
for ordinary use, 1 think this rule is not bad. 
Tn my own practice, however, I have adopt- 
ed another method, not, I conceive, without 
atlvantage to my patient, and that is the 
following: having ascertained that there is 
a polypus, I sit down, and with the utmost 
care and attention consider the position of 
the polypus, and what little manual skill I 
possess; my manual skill compared with 
the difficulties of the case, | make the at- 
tempt if success seem probable, whether I 
have felt the pedicle or not, at the same 
time telling the patient, as success is doubt- 
ful, that the attempt is made only for the 
sake of promptly curing her, and that it is 
uncertain whether I may succeed. On the 
other hand, if I conceive the application of 
the ligature to be impracticable, I do not 
attempt it; and when you become dexterous 
operators, I would recommend this rule to 
your adoption; but if you are, as at first you 
must be, unskilful, then you had better ad- 
here to the common rule of applying the 
ligature solely where you feel the shank ; 
and where the shank is not to be felt, per- 
haps it may be better to wait, or to send 
for more able assistance. Forcing volunta- 
rily brings the shank more within reach ; 
it may in the evening be lower than in the 
earlier part of the day. Polypi may be 
drawn down a little by the forceps, or by a 
ligatare passed through the body with a 
needle ; but drawing, unless with much cau- 
tion, is unsafe. 

' In applying the ligature, it is a point of 
no small importance to keep clear of the 
os uteri, so as to inclade no portion of it; 
not that every woman will die who has a 
portion of the womb included in the liga- 
ture, for there is no doubt that a part of the 
uterus may be included without fatal conse- 
quences ; indeed I have myself, by ligature, 
extirpated the whole uterus, but certainly 
the woman will suffer more pain, and the 
operation will become more dangerous, 
where any part of the uterus is included. 
To secure us from this accident, different 
rules have been Jaid down, and all those 
rules are worth consideration. It is a rule 
of Dr. Hunter, that you should feel the os 
uteri ; and certainly where you can distinctly 
feel the os uteri, you may, in general, avoid 


ligature where it occasions no pain is a se- 
cond rule of great use; for, as I said at the — 
outset, polypus is insensible; and if you 
find the woman does not feel the ligature at 
all, when you first apply it, and that pain 
does not supervene in the course of a few 
hours afterwards, then you may be well 
satisfied that no part of the uterus is in- 
cluded, or that the irritation is so small, that 
it is not worth consideration. There is yet 
a third rule, which you will find useful 
in dubious cases—for I speak here of du- 
bious cases only—I mean the application of 
the ligature pretty close upon the body of 
the polypus, rather than high upon the 
shank. e polypi have the pedicle elon- 
—s if I could feel the os uteri and 
clear it, I would put the ligature upon the 
upper part, so ants take it away; but if I 
could not feel the uterine mouth, I would put 
the ligature pretty low down, because, from 
the experience of others, and not my own, 
it seems that where the body of the polypus 
is removed, the shank will afterwards 
moulder away. In the general it is easy 
enough, under these rules, to avoid the con- 
striction of any ion of the uterus. 

The time that is occupied with the ope- 
ration of removing the polypus, varies ac- 
cording to the tension of the ligature, and 
the size of the pedicle, which may be as big 
as the finger or the wrist, and much depends 
on the ligature itself, which may be thicker 
or smaller, and of more or less inci 
power. An average term may be about six 
or eight days; { have known a polypus 
which required for its removal fifteen or six- 
teen days, and it may come away in the 
course of two or three A very small poly- 
pus, with a very delicate shank, may sepa- 
rate directly you apply the ligature. During 
the course of the operation, every day, once 
or twice, you ought to see the patient, ia 
order to satisfy yourself that she is doing 
well. If there is no irritation, then all is 
secure; if, on the other hand, there isa 
great deal of excitement, with pain about 
the centre of the body, hips, back, thighs, 
and so on, you may, probably, moderate it: 
by putting the patient on the antiphlogistic 
plan ; but if the et 9 om still exacerbate, 
then you may slacken the ligature, which is 
very easily done, constricting it after the 
symptoms are removed, and again slackening 
if the symptoms again appear. If they come 
on frequently and severely, you must, I 
pose, ahstract the ligature altogether, and 
wait for a more favourable opportunity ; such 
cases are very rare ; they are more likely to 
occur where you have included some portion 
of the uterus, 

Before the ligature is applied, you should 
clear the bowels, and the bladder should be 
evacuated ; then the patient may be able to 


this part, by putting the ligature below it. 
Phat’ you should be careful to apply the 


lie quiet for a considerable time after the 
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ion of the ligature. When, however, 
is moving, unless great care be taken, 
the polypus needle may be struck at the 
inferior end, and the upper extremity may be 
driven through the vagina, and so as to in- 
flict a serious injury. Now, there are some 
needles contrived with shields, the effect of 
which, where the shield is brought to its 
bearing on the vulva, is to prevent the in- 
strument from entering further into the va- 
gina. A screw is wrought in these instru- 
ments on the shank of the needle, so that 
you may elevate or lower the shield at plea- 
sure. ese shields, however, are cumber- 
some, and, provided the — be careful, 
unnecessary. When I have applied the 
needle, I have been accustomed to tie a rib- 
bon round the handle, and then round the 
limb, which has the effect of peeing the 
needle more steady in one position. I explain 
to my patient what the object of the instru- 
ment is ; I state the risk of injuring herself 
by moving it ; I tell her never to stir need- 
lessly, and never to stir without laying hold 
of the handle, and then, if attention be not 
wanting, there will, as before said, be no 
danger and no necessity fora shield. The 
best shield on this, as on many other occa- 
sions, is prudence. i 
Opium should be resorted to if the woman 
is very restless ; the Lancaster black drop 
may be found very effectual, but the diffe- 
rent opiates may be tried, If there is a 
good deal of fetor under the application of 
the ligature, it has been supposed, that 
after we have tied the shank, we might 
cut the poly pus away; this, however, is 
dangerous: in a case of polypus, joined 
with inversion, the womb being cut away, it 
cost the woman her life; the practitioner 
was not aware of the inversion ; there was 
such an oozing of blood from the surface 
exposed, that the patient died collapsed. I 
will not say that this will always be the 
case, for sometimes, I apprehend, the poly- 
pus might be cut away with impunity, es- 
pecially after the ligature had been constrict- 
ed for a day or two previously ; but, in other 
cases, it may be dangerous to resort to the 
knife. If the polypus lie out between the 
limbs, when you are called to operate, it is 
said, that a good method to prevent putre- 
faction is to cover it all over with charcoal, 
and to envelop the whole of it in cloth, 
The pyroligneous acid may be of use here. 


Where, however, the polypus lies in the] po 


vagina, this is not practicable; but every 
time you see the patient, you may throw up 
half a pint, or a pint, of water, so as to 
purify the vagina as far as may be. When 
you visit the patient, and examine the liga- 
ture, you will find it becomes daily slacker 
and slacker; and you are to lighten it con- 
tinwally, till it cuts completely through the 
shaak, In the majority of polypi of small 


size, when the ligature has made its way 
through the shank, the mass will be, ina 
great measure, wasted away ; but where poly- 
pi have acquired a great size, and are become 
as large as a child’s head, for example, and 
very firm, even after the shank is cut through, 
they may remain in the vagina. Now such 
polypi detached from the uterus, it y 
at first, be impossible to get through 
orifice of the vagina; if, indeed, they can be 
removed without danger, it is better to re- 
move them than to leave such a decayed 
mass within the woman; nevertheless, I 
assent to the opinion of Denman, that in 
cases of difficulty, you would be justifiable 
in leaving the mass until it is softened down 
by putrefaction ; for it is a well-ascertained 
pathological fact, that this mass, in a state of 
putrefaction, may be left within the vagina 
without necessarily occasioning danger to 
the patient. If you observe eypheia, or other 
symptoms of poisonous influence manifest- 
ing*themselves, then the mass is to be re- 
moved; if you find difficulty in removing 
it, then you may abstract it with forceps, 
just as you would bring away a child’s 
head ; or you may apply an instrument like 
this furcate hook, coatrived for the purpose, 
and thisinstrument, conducted by the fingers, 
is to be carried up the vagina, and plunged 
into the body of the polypus, great care 
being taken not to injure the woman. After 
the polypus is removed from the vagina, you 
may then make an examination of the 
above, to see that there is not another; it 
rarely happens that there is a second poly- 


So much, then, respecting polypi ‘gene- 
rally: I now proceed to make an observation 
or two on the particular varieties of poly- 

us which you are likely to meet in practice. 
fou will sometimes find the milder polypi 
growing from the vagina; obstruction is the 
principal inconvenience occasioned to the 
patient, and by ligature they are easily taken 
away. Otber cases there are, where the 
the mouth of the uterus. 

ow what I wish you to notice particul 
here is, that as the polypus becomes coe 
and larger, the shank enlarges also, and the 
characters of the os uteri are merged in the 
pedicle, so that the mouth lies flat upon the 
shank, and all the trace that appears of it is, 
merely an aperture found in the shank of the 
lypus, insomuch, that if you had never 
heard of this circumstance, you might mis- 
take, and think there was no os uteri at all, 
or that you had got an inversion of the ute- 
rus; and in this case, too, namely, where 
polypus is growing from the os uteri, some- 
times the substance of the womb seems to 
enter into it, and to become part of it, 
which makes it more difficult to apply the 
the 


fentane, without enclosing a portion 


pus, but it sometimes occurs, that instead . 
of one polypus, there may be two or three, - 


@ 


>. 


VARIETIES 
Ageio where the polypus is grow- 


neck of the uterus, it may occa- 


by the examination to which 
, that you are enabled to distia- 
case. It is said, too, though I 
ed this, that where the polypus 
the neck of the uterus, it is 
sometimes surrounded by the os uteri, like 
a ligature, and that it cuts it through. An- 
other variety of polypus is that in which the 
polypus is growing in the cavity of the 
uterus: it may, when it has formed in the 
cavity of the uterus, lie out between the 
limbs, or it may lie in the cavity of the va- 
ina, being come down from the uterus, 
Fost in the same manner as an ovum de- 
scends in a case of miscarriage; it may, 
too, be shut up in the uterus, and then 
there may be a great deal of difficulty in 
discovering the case, and in ascertainihg 
what is the cause of the symptoms. The 
occasioned are floodings, toge- 

r with a great deal of cutting, grinding, 
and forcing pain, such, in short, as are pro- 
duced by miscarriage, though, perhaps, in 
&@ woman unmarried. Be it observed, that 
when a polypus forms in the uterus, it may 
leave it early, and when it leaves the uterus, 
it may leave it suddenly; there is a strong 
pain, and” it comes forth’; the patient being 
astonished to find lying between the limbs 
& large body, when, perhaps, she was not 
before aware of any mass having been formed 
within her - In other cases, it leaves 
the uterus in a more gradual manner, espe- 
cially when it comes away early, little by 
little, so that it is difficult to say when it 
was that the poly s first appeared. In this 
variety of t isease, it is very easy to 
the ligature when the polypus is out 
uterus, for then it lies completely in 

the vagina, and within your reach ; but there 
may be more difficulty, and none but a dex- 
terous accoucheur could operate, when it is 
lying in the uterus itself, though I have no 
bt that, by a proper instrument, Hun- 
ter’s needle for example, this might some- 
times be done. ‘There is yet another variety 
of polypus to be met with, and that is poly- 
pus forming in the upper part of the vagina, 
growing either from the neck or mouth of 
the womb, and this accompanied with a 
constriction of the upper part of the vagina, 
so that when you introduce the finger, the 
upper part of the vagina appears unusually 
short, and it is difficult to ascertain the case. 
You must examine very carefully to find out 
where the polypus is growing, and when 


this has been discovered, the ligature may 
be applied, provided you can open the con- 
Stricted part a little, so as to allow the 
fore-finger and the needle to pass along, but 
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ligature can be applied in such eases, for I 
have done it myself. In one instance 
where vast quantities of blood were lost, E 
was requested to see the patient, the case 
being deemed desperate ; it was in this case 
that I made a resolute effort to apply the 
ligature, and succeeded, the woman ulti-« 
mately recovering, which shows the prac- 
ticability and the utility of the attempt. 
There is a sixth variety of the polypuss 
which I have seen, of fatal termination, 
which occurred many years ago in one of 
the sisters in aed other hospital. It oo 
times happens that the round 
in the ~ contracts with the 
surrounding — that you feel the lower 
frustum an hemispheroidal rounded mass, 
but you cannot feel the pedicle. Now I 
examined this woman once in the hospital, 
and once only, and I did not clearly under- 
stand the case, which I bad never met with 
before, nor have I met with it since; on the 
very night I made the examination, or soon 
afterwards, she died, so that there was not 
time for much investigation ; the parts were 
brought to me afterwards, and | found them 
justas I have described. I found, too, which 
is the great practical point I wish you to at- 
tend to, that those adhesions could be very 
readily separated with the fingers, so that 
if I had known, a few weeks before, what 
was the nature of the disease, I could have 
readily detached the polypus, and applied 
the ligature, nor would the discovery of its 
nature have been difficult. Let not,this re- 
mark, however, lead you rudely to attempt 
the detachment of masses of the scirrhous 
kind, mistaken for polypus. The error might 
roduce fatal 1 s—beware. There 
is yet another variety of disease to which 
women are liable, and that is the inversion 
of the uterus coupled with polypus. The 
existence of the two masses marks the cha- 
racter; first, the polypus, and then the 
inversion of the uterus. In those cases, I 
believe the better way is to try the ligature, 
but understand that, instead of applying it 
to the pedicle of the polypus, you ought 
rather, to apply it to the vagina, so as to 
take away both the polypus and the uterus 
together at once. Of course the patient, in 
this case, is to be watched with a great 
deal of care. With polypus of the uterus, 
tubercular scirrhus is sometimes combined, 
and there may be scirrhus of the ovaries. 
Such cases are easily ascertained in most 
instances by competent examiners, 
course the removal of the polypus by liga- 
ture leaves the cure imperfect. 

Where polypi are growing from the cervix 
uteri, or below it, itis clear that they may 
at any time be discovered by proper exami- 
nations, for they are lying under your touch, 
except in the single case, where from con- 
striction of the vagina, the polypus is shut 


some dexterity is required. I know the 
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in a chamber formed for it, as before ex~|_ 
, or in that other case, in which you |! 


ve the polypus cohering to the surface of | where I should appl 


the vagina. When, moreover, polypi are 


vi 
ig from the cavity of the uterus, an of your 


tained, sooner or later they come down, and | sure. 


left the uterus, they are easily ascer- 


may then be removed ; but the discovery is 

not equally easy when the polypus is en- 

bao in the uterine cavity. 


principal symp 
i, when the al ing below the os uteri, 
pt y ying 


with other dise 

lapse, or by a failure 
uced by po- | the use of the ligature, where too long de- 
layed: two women I have seen perish in 
this manner. In general, the ligature cures 


SPECIMENS OF POLYPL—COMA. 


Here is a imen of and the 
version uterus together, 
ligature upon the 


a 
ina, and take awa: oth the womb and the 
“ together. re are other speci- 


Pol may prove fatal by conjunction 
flooding and col- 
the powers under 


or growing from the os uteri or parts below e 
it bstructions ; lying in the parts | effectually, and the art and the artist de- 
seve, 4 ed servedly much reputation. 1 would 


above, they produce a great of pains 
like miscarriage, with floodings, and a good 
deal of mucous and ineous discharges. 
For myself, wherever | find that there is 
an obstinate bleeding roduced, with pain 
about the hips and thighs, the woman's ge- 
neral health not much impaired, except that 
she has an er sanguineous appearance, I 
always suspect that there is polypus, and 
direct my inquiries accordingly. One word 
more, and I conclude. The gre 

ypus be variously situated, but fre- 
= ‘ithe seated on the body of the dis- 


advise you to study this disease with care, 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


REMARKABLE CASE OF COMA, LASTING FOR 
FIFTEEN MONTHS. 


K. Haaca, etat. 42, had enjoyed excellent 


eased growth, towards the front of it, in the health up to the year 1823, when he was 


ion of the bladder. There is, I con- 
ceive, much room for improvement in the 
instruments used for extirpating polypus, 
One of the best is that which has been con- 
trived by an intelligent and very able prac- 
titioner, Dr. Gooch. 

I send you round some illustrative speci- 

B of chi form 

this preparation, may a no- 
tion of the pedicle ; on loging hold of the 
body, and moving it about, if it move very 
easily, the shank is generally small, if it 
move with difficulty, it may be broad. 

In the preparation I now show you, you 
will observe, that the shank is sometimes 
happily very slender. 

ere is a small polypus, growing from 
the uterus, the polypus not bigger than a 
little pea ; and as much irritation sometimes 
will be produced by a polypus of this size, 
as by one of much larger dimensions. 

Here is one with the polypus just issuing 
through the mouth of the womb. 

Here is a scandalous polypus, it is bigger 
than a child's head, though originally it was 
not larger than a pea. 

Here is another of what I would call the 
scandalous polypus, 

Here is a beautiful imen of polypus : 

wing from the mouth of the womb, which 
es in the shank of the polypus, you will 


observe an aperture ; there are no lips to 
cbaracterise the os uteri, 

Here is another polypus of scandalous 
bulk ; this is really unpardonable, originally 
not bi 


and yet suffered to 


r than a pea, 
's head. 


lethargic stete for fifteen 


quarter-master at the garrison of Komorn, in 
Hungary. On the 6th of June, of that year, 
being extremely agitated at a severe repri- 
mand which was given him, he suddenly 
fell down, and remained in a state of cata- 
lepsis, in which volun motion was com- 
pletely extinct ; the limbs, with the flexi- 
ility usual in this disease, retaining any 
position in which they were placed. This 
state having continued for a few days, he 
had a violeut fit of epilepsy, which, from this 
time, returned about every third day, and 
though at first of extraordinary violence, 
gradually abated in length and intensity, 
and after three months entirely ceased. 
From this time he fell into a comatose state, 
in which he continued for fifteen months 
without exhibiting any sign of muscular. 
motion ; the eyes, which at the beginning of 
this singular affection had been open and 
fixed, were subsequently closed, and re- 
mained so for the whole period ; respiration 
and circulation, as well as the excretion of 
urine and feces, and cutaneous transpira- 
tion, were carried on uninterrupted, although 
with less energy than in healthy persons, 
The patient was nourished by the introduc- 
tion of liquid food; for which purpose, the 
jaws being firmly closed, it was necessary to 
break out atooth. Deglutition was regular, 
though extremely slow. All solid food was 
almost immediately rejected by coughing. 
The treatment employed at Komorn con- 
sisied of stimulants, but had no effect what- 
ever. 
The patient having continued in this 
months, was carried 


it ia larger then a 


SC 


os 


| 
grow 
t have 
ih D 
i 
| 
| 
| 
a 
if 
te 


CASE OF COMA, 7 


to Vienna, where he arrived on the ist of 
December, 1824, and was immediately ad- 
mitted into the military hospital of the Im- 
perial Josephinum Academy ; from this 
period he was constantly watched by two 
military surgeons. On his admission, he 
was found in the following state :— 

He was of middle stature, fair complexion, 
and considerably wasted; the countenance 
was pallid,collapsed, and expressive of pain ; 
the jaws were firmly pressed together, and 
the eyes were constantly closed; but when 
either of them was opened, the other opened 


were visible, daing which the patient 
opened his eyes, and his face was 

cally distorted. At one o'clock, after mid- 
night, the lower jaw fell down, but was, 
after a few hours, again closed ; on briuging 
a lighted candle towards the eyes, the face 
was slightly convulsed. 

On the 13th, two moxas were applied over 
the region of the atlas; during the opera- 
tion, no sign of pain, or any voluntary move 
ment, was observed ; at three o'clock in the 
aftertioon, a considerable quantity of tena- 
cious mucus was brought up by vomiting, 


also spontaneously ; the temperature of the 
was natural; the skin soft, flaccid, and 
slightly transpiring ; the functions of the ner- 
vous system, and the mental powers, seemed 
to be quite extinct, and not the least trace 
of consciousness or will could be discovered ; 
the external seuses exhibited a complete 
torpidity towards stimuli, even of the strong- 
est kind; intense light produced a very 

ight contraction of the pupil, but appeared 


and pressed towards the teeth. The woper 
eyelids were occasionally lifted up for a few 
seconds. 

On the 16th, the actual cautery was ap- 
plied over the tuber occipitale ; this opera- 
tion also elicited no sign of pain, nor any 
voluntary movement; but, half an hour 
afterwards, the muscles ofthe face and. 
shoulders, and at midnight the lower extre-. 
mities, were slightly convulsed. 


to have no effect on the optic nerve; the 
strongest noise no impression on the 
ear; caustic ammonia, when applied to the 
mucous lining of the nose, and the most in- 
tense irritation of the skin, had also no in- 
fluence, All the voluntary muscles were 
perfectly motionless ; the limbs remained in 
any position in which they were placed, with 
the exception of the left leg, which was 
Spasmodically contracted. The organic fuuc- 
tions were regularly, though very slowly, 
performed; respiration was carried on by 
the abdominal muscles; the pulse was be- 
tween 84 and 90, small, contracted, and 
rather hard. The quantity of the excretions 
corresponded with that of the food which 
the patient took ; the urine was scanty, and 
high-coloured ; the bowels were very torpid, 
aud required the repeated use of irritating 
injections, He was ordered infus. amara, 
with ised antimony, and the daily use 
of the warm bath, in which two ounces of 
caustic potash were dissolved. 

On accurate examination, it was found 
that, in the forenoon, the pulse was 84, 
small, and contracted, and in the evening 
rose to 90; during the bath, the frequency 
of the pulse and respiration was increased ; 
after it a slight perspiration took place. 

The dose of the tartarised antimony in 
the infusum amara, and the quantity of the 
potash in the bath, were gradually increased, 
and sinapisms repeatedly applied along the 
spine, but without any apparent impression ; 
only aslight movement of the 
eyelids, and once a trembling of the under lip 
was observed. 

On the 9th of December, a strong sternu- 
tatory powder was introduced into the nose, 
but without any effect. 

On the 11th, after the usual dose of tar- 
tarised antimony, some attempts to vomit 


On the the 18th, the patient was, while in, 
the bath, seized with a violent attack of 
epileptic opisthotonos; it lasted for a few 
minutes, and terminated in yawning, and 
entire disappearauce of the trismus. 

an hour afterwards, the patient repeatedly 
opened the eyes, which were clear, but 
languid; he also several times moved his 
hands slowly towards the forehead, and 
emitted a moaning sound. On application of 
a sternutatory powder, some efforts to sneeze 
took place. 

Voluntary motion appeared now to be, in. 
some degree, restored, for the hands and 
right leg were repeatedly moved ; the left, 
remained s ically contracted, He also 
frequently stretched out his tongue, and, 
seemed to swallow some sago with great. 
avidity. ‘The alkaline baths, and all internal 
remedies, were now discontinued; he used 
only the warm bath, and took sago. On, 
touching the soles of the feet, some twitching 
of the right leg was produced; the left 
evinced no signs of sensibility. On forcibly 
pressing on the stomach, the eyes were 
opened; but, oa bringing a candle near 
them, they were quickly closed. In the 
night of the 18th, he another attack of. 
convulsions, which lasted for about ten 
minutes. 

During the following days, the symptoms 
of restored sensibility and voluntary motion 
continued ; at night, the convulsive attacks, 
though not so intense as before, returned. 
On the 23d, a large sinapism was put over 
the region of the stomach, and musk, with 
the infus. rad. angelic., and ether given in-. 
ternally. The colour of the face now gradu- 
ally increased, and consciousness seemed to 
return by degrees, _ The ores. eset for the 
most » Open, or were opened, 
patient was called by his 
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the motions of the upper extremities became 

also more steady, and he could even, for a 

few minutes, maintain himself in an upright 
ure, 

On the 29th, on the wound of the 
moxa, he exhibited, for the first time, signs 
pi and, on hearing the scream of a 
child which happened to be near him, he in- 
stantly turned the head towards the side 
from which the sound came. 

From the 30th, the patient began the use 
of aromatic baths ; the strengthening and 
stimulating treatment was continued, with 
the exception of the musk, which was left off. 
The return of sensibility and voluntary power 
became more and more apparent ; the left 
leg only remained contracted and iasensi- 
ble ; a sinapism being applied to the left 
ham seemed to cause some pain, and the 
patient endeavoured to remove it. He also 
appeared to make ineffectual attempts to 


Pon the 10th of January, the general state | lerable 


of the patient had considerably improved ; 
the wound of the moxa suppurated pro- 
pweil, and its margins were much in- 


On the 11th, he bad an attack of shiver- 


ing, which terminated in general perspira- 
tion, during which the skin was very hot, 
the tongue white, and the pulse 107 ; to- 
wards the evening, he from the left 


nostril. The stimulating treatment was now 
discontinued ; digitalis in dec. alth. given 
internally, and an emollient poultice applied 
to the wound. 

During the following days, the fever 
gradually subsided, but the wound became 
surrounded by erysipelas, which id) 

read over the the face. 

application of dry aromatic herbs it sub- 
sided, and on the 17th bad disappeared en- 
tirely, so that the strengthening treatment 
could be resumed. 

On the 22d, a tourniquet was ied to 
the left leg; first to the ham, after- 
wards to the middle of the thigh ; its effect 
was very remarkable ; for, within a quarter 
of an hour a general trembling ensued, 
which ended in convulsions of the whole 
body, with violent distortion of the face, 
rolling of the eyes, the emission of inarticu- 
Jate groaning scunds, foaming at the mouth, 
wnd opistothonos ; at the same time the left 
leg became extended. The attack lasted 
for ten minutes, and returned three times, 
atan interval of ten minutes each. After it, 
the patient fell into a short sleep, from 
which he, however, was rcused by a fourth 
uttack, in violence exceeding the former; 
but, after the termination of which, per- 
fect consciousness suddenly returned; he 
showed by sigus, and soon afterwards even 

ebrupt words, his surprise at his con- 
dition, and eagerly asked for his wife and 
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children, whom he believed dead, as they 
were not with him, though they hed, during 
the whole of his disease, almost cons 
attended him. He seemed to have no 
lection whatever of what had happened, and 
thought he was still at Komorn. He com- 
plained of extreme debility, and lancinating 
pain in the left leg. . 
On the 23d, he had passed a tranquil night, 
and was perfectly conscious ; he had, forthe 
first time, a stool without the assistance of 
lysters; all the vital, well as 
unctions, were regular jormed. 
internal remedies were gieen from this 
time, and he used only the aromatic bath. 
His health now slowly returned; speech, 
however, remained for a long time incohe- 
rent, and the organs of the senses appeared 
to require a considerable period before 
became accustomed to external stimuli; at 
first, even a slight sound produced a violent 
tingling in the ears, and daylight was into- 
to the eyes. His appetite became 
stronger, the stools regular, and the volun- 
tary muscles gradually regained their former 
strength and facility of motion. He was 


in good spirits, by recovered 
the —— of his former life ; of what had 
happened during his disease, very few ob- 
scure images only, as of a d 


ream, 
returned to his recollection, At the end 
of April he had com cen his 
speech, and the use of his leg ; and at 
the middle of June he was able to use the 
mineral waters at Baaden, after the employ- 
ment of which, his health was perfectly re- 
stored, so as to enable him to resume his 
former occupations, 

In January 1827, up to which period he 
had been in the constant enjoyment of good 
health, he was, after the exposure to wet 
and cold, affected with ia, from the 
effects of which he never completely reco- 
vered. Three months after it, he was again 
admitted at the hospital, with all the signs 
of confirmed pulmonary consumption, of 
which he died on the 16th of May. 

On examination of the body, the brain 
was found healthy; the pons varolii, and 
the origin of the nerves, were much inject- 
ed; the sympathetic nerve, especially at its 
first thoracic ganglion, of a very white co- 
lour, and unusually large ; the dura mater of 
the spinal column considerably injected at 
its cervical portion. In the Jumbar verte- 
bre, two ounces of blood were extravasated 
between it and the spinal chord ; the cauda 
equina was surrounded by au albuminous 
effusion ; the spinal arachnoid gorged with 
blood ; the chord itself healthy. ‘I'he lungs 
contained yery large ulcerous cavities; the 
heart and large vessels, as well as tlie ab- 
dominal viscera, were healthy; the spleen 
only was of greater size than usual, and 
the solar ganglion, with the nerves ori- 
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g from it, appeared to be consider- 


“Tue above very remarkable case is taken 
from a clinical work lately published by Dr. 
Bischoff, of Vienna. 


OSSIFICATION OF THE VITREOUS HUMOUR. 


Of the various parts of the eyé, the one 
most subject to ossification is choroid 
coat; the crystalline lens very seldom ap- 
proaches fr bondenen and tenacity to the 
consistence of bone ; in arthritic patients 
affected with cataract, some cases of its 
ossification have, however, been observed. 
Haller asserts, that he found the retina ossi- 
fied, or, rather, replaced by a lamina of 
bone, and Morgagni and Scarpa have seen 
similar cases. Of ossification of the vitreous 
humour, no instance, as far as we know, had 
been observed. Professor Lobstein, in his 
recently published treatise on morbid ana- 
tomy, observes, that such cases are said to 
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Tue “ accessory sciences,” as are 
quaintly termed, have latterly yielded much 
less of interest to the general reader than 
they were wont. Whether science bas over- 
exerted herself, and is taking a tem 
rest, or whether she has left Nature but few 
secrets to disclose, or whether philosophers 
have grown lazy in their vocations, certain 
it is, that the purely scientific periodicals 
are not so fraught with interest as they used 
to be, and we suspect, that their various 
editors have, for some time, been hard 
to it, to find materials to fill them, at once 
decidedly valuable and attractive. Davy, 
alas! is sick at Rome, Dalton is growing 
old, William Allen has deserted the cruci- 
bles at Plough Court, Mr. Brown has been 
expelled the Medico-Botanical, and Berze- 
lius has relinquisbed his glass rod to abuse 


have been observed; but he quotes no 
authority, and seems to doubt the fact him- 
self. Scarpa says, that the hyaloid mem- 
brane is sometimes opaque, thickened, and 
of greater firmness than usual; Morgagni 
found it cartilaginous, and Beer saw, in one 
case, the vitreous humour replaced by an 


Dr Kuhn has lately deposited, in the 
anatomical museum at Strasbourg, a prepa- 
ration by which the possibility of the vi- 
treous humour being ossified, seems to 
or beyond doubt. In a man who 

ied in his 70th year from gastritis, Dr. 
Kuhn found one of the eyes in the following 
state: the globe was rather small, and ex- 
hibited, in some parts, slight tuberosities ; 
it was very hard and heavier than usual. 
On 8 horizontal section being made, the 
sclerotic coat was found very thick; the 
choroid of a yellowish colour, without any 
pigment, and somewhat thickened ; the re 
tina to Lave its natural structure, 
but the place of the vitreous humour was 
occupied.by a hard body, of au uneven sur- 
face, the prominences of which had been 
felt through the sclerotica. ‘The external 
surface of this body was of a whitish colour, 
its substance cellular, of the same consis- 
tence as the cancellous structure in bones, 
and so firm, that it could not be cut witha 
scalpel; the bony matter had evidently been 
deposited in fibres. This osseous body exter- 
mc: adhered to the retina, anteriorly to the 
lens, which was much smaller than usual, 
and changed into a yellowish-white chalky 
mass, of globular form, ‘The cornea, which 
was reddish and opaque, was contiguous to 
the lens ; no traces of the irig or aqueous hu- 
mour could be found, and the optic nerve 


was atrophie.— La Clinique. 


Thompson with his pen. These 
things are against “ philosophy, science, 
and the arts ;” but they are not sufficient to 
account for the diminished interest which 
has lately attended, their annals at any rate, 
ifmot themselves. Nature, perhaps, is in 
labour, and does but await her full period of 
gestation to bring forth some great thing, 
which shall restore the gui vive of the phi- 
losophic world. Who may be the father of 
the child, or who shall deliver her, must be 
a secret till the birth, The industrious stu- 
dent will watch the steps ofall her followers, 
and whether the chemist or the natural 
philosopher, the astronomer, the geologist, 
the mineralogist, the botanist, or whatever 
other “eminent hand” be concerned in 
the future honour, he shall be at no loss to 
set a true value on the debt he may, in 
common with the rest of the world, owe to 
Nature and the great obstetrician. 
Although some branches of science are 
looked upon as being more peculiarly ‘ ac- 
cessory” to the medical science than 

yet there is, in truth, hardly any of its de- 
partments which are not worth the cultiva- 
tion of the medical man. They bear upon 
each other as the stones in an arch: some 
are near the key, others are distant; but 
the Excrescence is not more dependent 
upon charitable Bars, than are the various 
branches of science upon each other. Deeply 
or superficially, the true man of science en- 
deavours to know them all. If his time do 
not allow him, and his taste do not ine 
duce him, to read deeply in more. than 
one of them, he at least thinks it right to 
be generaliy familiar with the names, the 
acquirements, and the progress of the phi- 
lusophers to whom they are severally in- 
debted, and to make himself acquamted 


with those things which constitute, in the 
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mass, the literature of science. Few men 
are more likely to be indebted to a know- 
ledge of this kind, than those of the medical 
profession. The medical man ought to be a 
scientific man. Not merely so in the stu- 
dies which more immediately employ his 
attention, but in those other branches of 
science, which, according to the humour of 
the day, are called ‘‘ the accessory sciences.” 
This is not, perhaps, the doctrine of Sir 
Astley Cooper, and some few others, who 
wander out of their way for no man; who 
confessedly never read any thing, Celsus 
excepted, and only ‘‘ dip” into him, and, 
on account of which praiseworthy ignorance 
itis, that they cannot tell hydraulic bellows 
from bagpipes, and never heard of ‘“ opera- 
tions at twice,’’ or. operations at any thing 
else, which happen outside the ore 
Caves. To such men, the works of Pierre 
Franco and of William Thomas Brande are 
alike novelties, 

Mr. Brande’s Quarterly Journal, a sight 
of which has led us into this strain, gene- 
rally presents a fair record of the philo- 
sopy of the day. ‘The attempt, however, 

ich was made some time since to relieve 
the heavier materials, by articles of a) 
lighter vein, and to relax something of the 
rigidity of style which previously distin- 

i the larger scientific journals, has, 


to constitute a part. Mr. Wadd, at best, 
-andrew, and is sadly 
and 


noses, would to- 


ed ‘a classilication sufficiently scientific 
(the latter word squeezed in to make the 
paper pass muster with the editor) of that 

i (and, for the sake of extra wit, 
‘ prominent’ is dressed in italics) and 
well-deserving feature in the human face— 


per. 
illustrates in this kind of way :—* Red 
nosed innkeeper of Dav'ntry; see play, 
Heary IV. Malmsey-nosed knave Bar- 
dolph ; see Henry V. Put your copper nose 
in there; see Peter Wilkins, Phelim to 
Keeley.” But the best istocome. ‘‘ Now 
what,’ svys Mr. Wadd, ‘ does all this come 
to? Cui done!’ That is to say, where is 
the moral of this disquisition !—Answer ; 
(literal.) .It comes to ‘ a great deal for 
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surgery; (!!!) let us examine. what may 
be done; we know that noses may be — 
supplied ; may not, therefore, a small one be 
e , and a large one made small? We 
have seen a person with a bunch of noses, 
but can only, on the authority of Shak- 
Speare, quote one ‘ who had a thousand.’” 

Whether we consider the sense, the con- 
nexion, the pointing, or the fun of this ex- — 
quisite article, we can ay Mat-. 
thews, “ this Wadd will death of 
us.” 

There are one on 
don the association) in the present number, 
which are not so much in place as they might 
have been. A very great majority of its 
readers will acknowledge, that the remarks 
on Capt. Pakenham’s temporary rudder, 
and those on the Stowage of ships, can 
sess but an extremely small portion of in- 
terest for them. ese communications 
would have been more in character in that 
excellent journal of Messrs. Morgan and. 
Creuze, the Papers on Naval Architec-. 
ture ;” and their place might have been 
occupied by some chemical contribution, as 
there is not a single article in the present 
number—mere intelligence excepted—on 
that most porte of all the departments of 
scien 

first paper; it is it- 
self am abstract, by Capt. Sabine, of a 
production of M. 1, on the length 
of the seconds pendulum at Kénigsberg, 
and certain experiments on points con- 
nected with pendulum experiments gene- 
rally ; it would be something more than a 
refinement upon condensation to attempt a 
second abstract. The few persons who will 
watch the progress of the pendulum experi- 
ments which are now making in different 
parts of the world, are not yet tioned 
to the interest which will attend the ulti- 
mate resulta, and those few will be satisfied 
with nothing at third hand, nor at second 
either, if the originals can be had. There 
is a degree of delicacy connected with these 
experiments, which renders them traly ele- 
gant; and M. Bessel is well calculated by 
the patience and perseverance with whic 
he has pursued his share of them—a share 
which Capt. Sabine esteems to be highly 
important—to advance their object. 
who cannot devote the time necessary to 4 


We pass over 


> | full comprehension of the steps by which 


that object is to be obtained, must he con- 
tent with an account of the valuable con- 
clusions to be drawn from them at a future 


day. 

The second has its interest for 
others besides who are ingenious and 
poor, and Mr, Penn may rely upon it that 
his money is as good as gone. here is a fas- 
cination in the title, which will bring half the 
Hospital surgeons in London around his® 


= 
, in great measure, suffered a relapse; for 
i _ though Mr, Wadd is now and then suffered 
- to play the fool in it, he stands almost solus | 
b in the lively line of which he is intended 
q 
Dr. Bigsby. It is much if the rank-and-| 
file of the New Monthly, the writers upon 
hate, walking-sticks, and’ | 
lerate him. Notice him at page 3¢: he| 
a thinks that physiologists have not establish- 
q the nose.” So he recommends that a dis-| 
tinction of the following kind be hease>} 
7 forth observed : — Shape : me 
cian—snub, pug—fiat, sharp—bottle-nose, 
; parrotical.— Colour: red, ruby—malmsey 
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‘ Despatch.” The of discovering | 
a secret mode of writing, or any other secret 
mode, will draw the Bats, as the sound of the 
brass kettle draws the bees. We have not 
the slightest doubt that they will discover the 
“ cipher,” and that the very next appoint- 
yr which King Harrison may make out 
for the elevation of some noodle to the rank 
of Hospital surgeon, will be written in this 
character. If, however, this should not 
pre to be the case, Mr, Penn (the name 
$ no quiz) will have accomplished that 
which Lord Bacon failed in doing, although 
Bacon himself proposed it as the task of his 
own ingenuity. Mr. Penn lays before the 
Bars in porticular, and the public in general, 
a written in a secret character. 
“ The matter of it is in English; it is from 
a general officer, commanding an army in 
the field ; it is full of the phrases in common 
use on such occasions; it does not contain 
more letters than there are letters in the 
words represented; and all the smallest 
particles are inserted,”” To the person who 
aball first decipher this despatch before the 
2d.of June next, Mr. Penn offers a reward 
of fifty pounds. A similar offer to this was 
sine in the same 
Journal, by Mr. Chenevix, who, however, 
allowed his readers two years to discover 
the secret cipher; but one year bad 
elapsed, a reverend gentleman, of the name 
of Hincks, showed pretty plainly that he 
had discovered, and could not only read, 
but could write, in Mr. C.’s most secret 
ciphers, disclosing one of the secret sen- 
tences, and making very light of the whole 
affair, With this before hi 


which one state can carry on with another, 


confidence in making his offer. If his de- 
spatch prove impenetrable, the key will be 
worth a good price to the Holy Alliance, or 
some of the | och he tribe of this 
great metropolis. 

The geologist will find a description of 
the structure of the bed and neighbourhood 
of the river and fall of the magnificent 
Niagara, by Dr. Bigsby, at page 49. It 
will not bear abridgement. ‘Tbe cataract of 
this river is not the lion of a town, ora 
county, or a whole country ; it is one of the 
lions of the world itself. ‘‘ It is annually 
visited by several thousand strangers of ali 


of the artist, the follow- 
ing ion is worth being borne in 
mind :— 

“ The superiority of this cataract does 
not reside so much in its height, or in the 
grandeur of the surrounding scenery, as in. 
the vast space it fills, and the immense vo- 
lume of water it discharges. In a picture, 
it is tame and formal, but in Nature these 
qualities are lost in the general — it 
becomes permanent! attractive bey ex- 
pression.” 

There is a second paper which will prove 
of interest to the geologist: it consists of 
some geological observations made during a 
cursory stay at St. Helena, with a view to 
throwing light upon the , whether 
that island is ‘‘a volcanic product, or the 
remnant of a much larger portion of land,”. 
now swallowed up by the sea, The opinion 
of the author (Mr. Weston) is in favour of 
the former, and, from a personal view of 
the strata and geological formations of the 
island, he deduces, that it owes its origin to 
a volcanic eruption at the bottom of the 
present rock is the highest point of a large 
tract now submerged. Mr, Weston first re- 
marks, that he could recognise no rocks on . 
the island belonging to the primitive form. . 
ation, and afterwards enumerates the va-— 
rious products of the island, some of them 
his own collection, and others taken on the . 
credit of the person from whom they were 


bought. From certain of these os : 
he deduces “ this very singular fact—that 
St. Helena must have suffered at least - 
three distinct volcanic eruptions.” The ob- 
jections to the theory of a volcanic origin, 
are chiefly founded on the existence of seve- 
ral level plains in the island, and of an un-, 
broken ridge of hills which run east and 
west on it. These facts appear incompati- . 
ble with the result of a violent volcanic dis- 
ruption. Mr. Westen endeavours to ac- 
count, though unsatisfactorily, we think, by 
supposing that the eruption bas been modi- 
fied down to what it now presents by subse- 
quent changes. A strong argument ageinst 
a volcanic origin is to be found in the great 
extension of the base of St. Helena. It does 
not rise abruptly out of the water, though 
the shores are so far precipitous, that ships 
can sail within two cables’ length of the 
land, but it extends at least 25 miles from 
east to west beneath the sea. To this it is 
answered with some plausibility, though in 
avery disjointed style, that the fact does 


nations; for whose accommodation three 
large hotels have been built in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood, with every accessary 
facility that the most fastidious delicacy, or 
a feeble state of health, might demand for 
the full enjoyment of the stupendous spec- 
tacle.” To those who can only become ac- 
quainted with the character of this fall 


but tend “forcibly to remind us of the. 
great similarity which exists between this 
portion of the world and others where vol- 
canic eruptions have taken place—I mean | 
the very extended action of subterrapean 
fires. with its Lipari, Vulcano, aud 
Stromboli; Hecla, with its submarine erupe: 
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tions at eight miles, distance, and at even 
seventy, and the isles of France and of 
Bourbon immediately present themselves as 
good illustrations of this fact.” 
“While thus far into the bowels of the 
t globe, we may as well finish with the 
ation more immediately connected 
with this department of the journal. We 
lean now from under the head “ Natural 


7 Spring —This gas issues in al- 
most a pure state from the earth, on John 
Bradt’s farm in Hoosick, New York, It 
rs to arise from every part of a low 

, comprising four or five acres of ground ; 

it most probably comes from a considerable 
depth. The mage appears to be 
sparry limestone, but detritus there is 


deep. 

on Acid Spring —This acid also 
has been found to form a spring or springs 
near the Erie canal, and arises in large 
quantities, both in a diluted and concen- 
trated state. The low hillock, from which 
it arises, consists of ash-coloured alluvion, 
containing an immense quantity of exceed- 
ingly minute grains of iron pyrites. The 
acid turns to charcoal whatever it reaches 
on the surface. The strength of the acid in- 
creases in dry weather. A stream of water 
which flows one spring will constantly 
redden violets, and coagulate milk. It is 
conjectured that the acid is produced by 
the decomposition of pyrites in the soil. In 
a in the t of Aquaranta, 
jt me acid has also been found to arise 
from the decomposition of a stream of sul- 
phuretted hydrogen gas in contact with the 


atmosphere. 

Gigantic Crystals.—Crystals of smok 
quartz of the enormous weight of 90 an 
120 pounds, have been found in masses of 

ite in Nova Scotia, The of the 
ormer is 19 inches in length, crystal of 

1 from Ackworth weighed 47 pounds, 

was nine inches in its transverse dia- 
meter. It had no perfect termination. 

Quartz Crystals.—The students of Rens- 
selaer school have, during the last year, 
found several in caleiferous sandrock, con- 
taining coal, In one of them a picce of coal 
was found floating in liquid. 

eoric Iron.—A large mass has, for a 
long time, existed in Provence, of which 
an authentic account has lately been given, 
and which there is every reason to believe 
is of meteoric origin. 

Living Animals 3000 Years Old.—If the 
opinion of Professor Eaton, of New York, 
on the following extraordinary discovery, be 
correct, the wonder which is occasional! 
excited as to the length of time which vari- 
ous insects will remain alive, excluded from 
the air, must very considerably diminish. 
“ The diluvial deposits in the great dila- 
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vial trough, which the Erie canal is 

made, contain ridges of hard, — gravel. 

A remarkable ridge of this kind lies in an 

oblique direction across the canal, running 

south-westerly from the ke of Rome, 
hile 


sixteen miles west of Uti ase, 
through this ridge, the workmen 
several hundred of live molluscous animals. 
They were chiefly of the mya cariosa and 
mya . I have before me several of 
the shells from which the workmen ¢ook the 
animals, fried and ate them. Mr. Brainard, 
who now resides at the place, and keeps a 
public-house on the banks of the canal, was 
present at the time, and will give the curi- 
ous a satisfactory account of it. I have re- 
ceived several of the shells, with satisfactory 
assurances that the animals were taken alive 
from the depth of forty-two feet in the same 
deposit, near the same place. My ob- 
ject is to present a case where the deposit 
is decidedly diluvial ; a these 
animals must have lain from the time of the 
deluge: for the earth in which they are 
found is too compact for them to be 
duced by a succession of generations, 
Therefore the lives 
tly prolonged by exclusion from air 

feat, age is more than 3000 
years. These fresh-water — of 3000 
ears old, precisely resemble same spe- 
ise which now iubabit the fresh waters of 
that district.” Nothing 

Fossil, Hyenas.—“ in 
appears to us better established than 
opinion, that the result of the last revolution 
of the globe was a vast inundation which 
covered our continents; overwhelmed the 
plains and small hills with mud and gravel, 
filling up the grottoes and crevices, carrying 
with it the animals it met in its progress, 
and ipitating them into the pits over 
which it rushed, and of which many had 
served as dens for wild beasts; that all the 
animals, as the elephant, the rhinoceros, the 
lion, which are now found only in the torrid 
zone, inhabited our climate ; and the dis- 
covery which we have made recently at 
Pezuas, of the elk and the reindeer, asso- 
ciated with the elephant and the hippopo- 
tamus, is an additional proof in favour of 
M. Cavier’s opinion, that the elephants and 
rhinoceroses of the ancient world were in- 
habitants of cold countries,” 

These are the conclusions of the French 
naturalists who have examined the bones of 
fossi! hyenas, which have been discovered 
in the cavern near Montpelier. ‘They are 
drawn from facts alike interesting to the 
geologist and the naturalist. The bones of 
the hywna have been found in greater abun- 
dance in the superior strata of ‘tertia 
formations than those of any other ohn, 
and most frequently in the caverns which 
were formerly their dens, ‘The caverns of 
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EXTRACTION OF TEETH. 


France, England, (iermany, H , Italy, 
and Switzerland, have yielded » . Hi- 
therto, but one species of hyena has been 
discovered in all of them, and that Cuvier 


two spe- 
A third is spoken of, but as yet the 

for it axe not made sufficiently clear. 

the rush of gravel, &c., which the 

** vast inundation ”’ occasioned, and which 


The discovery of fossil 
yenas forms an important e in the 
history of geology. 

We shall return to this journal to quote 
another class of subjects. ‘ 


ON THE EXTRACTION OF TEETH, 
By J.P. Ds 1a Fows, Esq. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Str,—When, my first article appeared 
upon the perpendicular extraction of teeth 
without pain!!), I certainly concluded, 
at those who were reaping a golden har- 
vest by such pretensions, w have the 
prudence, as much as possible, to avoid dis- 
cussion, lest more truth should be elicited 
than might be exactly a ble ; but, alas! 
your Bristol correspondent. in an unlucky 
moment, ventured to assail a communica- 
tion that was only intended for the benefit 
of such medical practitioners as reside in 
the country, who, being frequently obliged 
to perform the operation, are greatly inte- 
rested in gaining information upon the sub- 
ject. His observations, however, were so 
evidently intended to mystify, that I only 
alluded to them slightly, deeming them un- 
worthy of more serious consideration. 
Unfortunately, neither bis awful denun- 
ciation, nor the profundity of his reasoning, 
has inspired me -with that reverence which 
seems to have been expected; for however 
* illiberal” the individual may be, who as- 
serts an opinion and dares to defend it, with 
all due deference to so high an authority, I 
shall take the gon of commenting upon a 
few mistakes, which, in his eagerness to 
* elicit the truth,” have crept into his very 
luminous discourse, 


He accuses me of shifting my ground in 
wishing to confine my remarks to the molar 
teeth, a proposition that, by the bye, he 
might have hailed with delight,.as the 
greater the difficulty attending their re+ 
moval, the better it is calculated to prove 
the vast superiority of his forceps. He 
observes, 

“« ist. That in 49 cases out of 50, in 
which the ‘ key is generally used,’ teeth 
of all kinds can be safely and expeditiously 
extracted with the forceps.” 

This being, as every practical man is 
aware, an assertion contrary to general ex- 
perience ; such extraordinary success from 
inadequate means can only be attributed to 

eternatural influence; and it would, doubt- 
ess, be highly interesting to the curious, to 
ascertain the precise cabalistic words that 
should be uttered upon those occasions. 

2d. Whether the teeth are first loosened 

the wrench of the key, or by the*lateral 
circular motion of the forceps, they must, 
in the after part of the operation, be lifted 
out in a direction perpendicular to their 


This iscertainly rather an unlucky avowal, 
admitting, as it does, the correctness of my 
observations, viz., that the tooth cannot be 
loosened by applying the power perpendicu- 
larly, but that lateral motion is indispen- - 
sable, whether the key or the forceps be 
made use of. As to the concluding sen- 
tence, “ the after part of the operation,” 
&e., as it requires no surprising stretch of 
the intellectual powers, merely to be able 
to lift the tooth when loosened out of the 
socket, it is only trifling with the question 
to allude to it. ’ 

“ 3d. That the forceps is the safer instru« 
ment of the two.” 

The key being most decidedly safe in the 
hands of a competent person, bow an instru- 
ment can be safer, especially one that is 
liable to failure, and to serious accidents in 
innumerable instances, where the former 
would effect its with the ufmost 
facility, isa chet may prove rather 
difficult to solve. : 

‘« 4th, That fewer teeth are broken with 
it.” ‘This is answered in my reply to the 
first observation. 

“ 5th. And, above all, that the ap 
and use of it are much Jess painful than those 
of the key. In proof of the last assertion, I 
have concurrent and valuable testimony from 
many of my valuable patients.” 

That a mode of operating, which, in cases 
of importance, is tedious in the extreme, 
should be much less painful, may possibly 
obtain credence with a few who never wit- 
nessed the wretched sufferer writhing in 
agouy, whilst the tooth was being wriggled 
to and fro, until it either broke off or yield- 
ed; but, as regards the ‘* testimony of pa- 


| 

ul is 

wel, 

an 
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me in the cave near Montpelier, a second | 
species of hyena is supposed now to have 
been discovered. The mode by which 
the distinction has been principally made, > 
is a difference which exists in the form| 
has been more particularly noticed in the | 
neighbourhood of these caverns, there are | 
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tients,” ® it is this sort of proof which raises 
the above the man of talent and 


integrity ; so far, at least, as ‘* filthy lucre” 
is concerned ; which paralyses the judgment, 
and enables the empiric with unblushing 
effrontery to sacrifice the teeth, the hear- 
ing, the sight, nay, even life itself, to his 
rapacity ; when a moment's reflection would 
convince, that the worst of operators, even 
if he failed in the ratio of 30 in the 100, 
could triumphantly bring forward his ap- 
proving dupes by twenties, and smile upon 
eredulity. 

His comment upon my “ boasted diagram” 
is, indeed, a curiosity ; for itso happens, 
that as the difficulty of loosening a tooth in- 
creases with the divergency of the \ 
lest I should be charged with Sdontog tt 
most favourable case for my purpose, the 
conical tooth was in 


Why Mr. De la Fons should pay this 
deference is, as ancient Pistol says, ‘ past 
the heart of man to conceive ;” at least, no 
reason is here alleged. Persons may be very 
ignorant, indeed, without attaining the pre- 
eise of ignorance that | have sup- 
posed in them; and if they are ignorant at 
all, I shall certainly not feel called upon to 
whatsoever to 


Having neither time nor inclination to 
prolong this discussion, whatever observa- 
tions may hereafter be made, I shall pass 
them over in silence, contenting myself with 
offering conditions that no one can possibly 
object to, but those who rely upon subter- 

e for their chief support. 1 have already 

red such a challenge, as, had it been 
accepted, would have placed the matter be- 
the reach of doubt ; and, what is more, 
would have abolished a system that is as 
false in principle as it is dangerous and 
disgraceful in practice. Lest it should 
have been forgotten, I here repeat it: 
«* The subject under discussion is not whe- 
ther we can occasionally succeed in ex- 
tracting a tooth hy means of the forceps, 
but whether they be superiar to the key-in- 
strament, the award being in favour of that 
which has been attended with the greatest 
number of successful operations, always 
supposing the experiment to have been 
made on an equal number of cases ; with this 
view of the subject, let me ask whether any 


* With patients who have submitted to 
the extraction of some of the and 
Strongest teeth, when they happen to re- 
quire a small, ayd probably a loose one to 
be removed, do they not in such cases in- 


variably eulogise the operator as a prodigy ? 


TRETH.—ADDER BITE. 


r ir extrac- 
tion, (as they are p to term it,) will 
venture to submit to such a 
propose, having first attentive my 
statements, and being allowed the extensive 
privilege of using any instrument whatever 
that grasps the tooth between two edges or 
claws, will they consent to divide with ‘me, 
equally and equitably, a given number of 
patients requiring extraction of the 
molar teeth, however decayed they may be, 
(but not loose,) and will they agrée that 
publicity be given to the defeat that must 

inevitably await so hopeless an attempt.” 

I remain, Sir, 

Yours obediently, 
J.P. Dera Fons. 
14, George Street; Hanover Square.’ 


BITE OF AN ADDER. 


1828. Jury 8. Three p.m. Thomas 
Pallmer, the subject of this case, etat. 50, a 
strong, healthy nian, whilst mowing in a 
meadow near Ultenhall, accidentally trod 
upon the tail of an adder, which immedi- 
ately sprang upon the lower half of the 
right leg, and inflicted a wound with its 
teeth. Mtexcited at first but little anéasi- 
ness ; im fact so little, that the patient con- 
tinued his employment for nearly two hours 
afterwards. At the time I first saw him, 
the point at which the wound was inflicted, 
was so small as to be almost imperceptible, 
but the whole limb from the knee to the top 
of the instep, was enormously swollen, of 
light bluish colour, and of a glassy appear- 
ance. Scarcely had two hours elapsed, when 
the swelling began rapidly to extend up- 
wards, to some distance above the knee- 
joint; the patient suffering great pain in the 
limb, accompanied by nausea, vomiting, 
headach, and giddiness, and exhibited great 
anxiety and uneasiness: the lattersymptoms, 
probably, were much aggravated, in conse- 
quence of his riding to Henley, immediately 
after leaving his work, at five o’clock p.m. 
As soon as he reached home, I ordered him 
to apply a common bread poultice with oil, 
the limb to be enveloped the whole extent 
of the swelling ; two grains of opium, and 
four of camphor, to be taken at bed-time ; 
this procured him between four and five 
hours’ sleep, and excited a gentle diapho- 
resis. Bowels quite open for some days 
before the accident. 

9. At one p.u., found him in bed, with 
an anxious countenance, headach, faintness, 
quick and small pulse, furred tongue, restless- 
ness, and other symptoms of general fever. 
The poultice being removed, the swelling ap- 
o—_ somewhat increased, and ex 

igher up the thigh; the pain was also in- 


if 

; “ Let Mr. De la Fons,” itis said, “ pay 

iba some deference to the opinions of those Pr 
ii who are not so ignorant as he supposes 

them.” 
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i their opinions. 
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ADDER BITE—TREATMENT. 


i dighe and mix solution of acetate of lead 

est motion or pressure,with roundthe |3 drachms, acetate of ammopia 5 

wound. Apply eightleeches tothe wound,and with 3 ounces of water, for a lotion to be 

cathartic draught to bet&ken directly. During frequently used ; a warm poultice to be ap- 
Continue 


the latter part of the afternoon, the swelling | plied at night. 


rapidly extended upwards, till it reached as 
high as the trochanter major; the pain 
greatly aggravated, coming ou in paroxysms, 
with an increase of all the former symptoms, 
succeeded by violent hiecough, with spasm 
of the whole body, chattering of the teeth, 
frequent and laborious breathing, almost ap- 
prouching to suffocation, acute pain and 
tenderness at epigastrium, dimness of vision, 
for some time total insensibility of objects 
around, slow and weak protracted pulse, 
almost imperceptible at times, and mutter- 
ing delirium ; a vein was opened in the left 
arm with a large orifice, but no blood flowed ; 
six leeches ouly had bled from the leg. ‘he 
case being now desperate, | resolved to try 
the effects of a strong stimulant, and rum 
being the one nearest at hand, small quan- 
tities were administered at short intervals ; 
gentle diaphoresis succeeded, with evident 
remission of the symptoms ; a vein also had 
risen, and was now quite perceptible in the 
arm; it wes immediately opened, and we 
succeeded in obtaining a moderate quan- 
tity of blood, probably amounting to twenty 
or twenty-two ounces, The pos effects of 
this practice were instantaneous, the breath- 
ing became easier, with a perfect mitiga- 
tion of all the symptoms, and the patient 
felt himself so much relieved, that he was 
able to give a general history of the acci- 
deat. ‘The blood drawn was of a rich florid 
hue. The violence of the symptoms having 
now im a great measure subsided, I directed 
that the whole length of the leg should be 
enveloped in a common bread poultice, and 
as the patient had complained (to use his 
own expression) of a general ‘‘ numbness” 
in the whole extremity, which still conti- 
nued, though in a less degree, I also directed 
an antispasmodic mixture of tinct. musk 
aud camph. or ae to be giveu to _ in the 
roportions of two tablé spoonfuls eve 

four houra, end his diet to be low. 7 

10. Slept tolerably well during the 
greater part of the last night ; but has been 
restless to-day, the pulse 80, moderately 
full, soft ; haw ga moist, skin hot and dry ; 
bowels opened twice since yesterday ; com- 
plains of pain at epigastrium at times, which 
is increased on motion; full inspiration is 

formed without pain or diffieulty. The 

and thigh appear less swollen than yes- 
terday, their temperature somewhat in- 
creased, of natural colour; in the lower 
part, on the back of the foot, are deep pits 
on pressure ; still feels ional n a 
particularly about the upper part of the 
thigh ; im every other respect, much as yes- 
siege Coutinue the autispasmodic mix- 


the other medi- 
cines. ares 

11. Man un symptoms 
returned this afternoon, and continued 
about three-quarters of an hour; but on m 
arrival soon after, the patient felt himeeif 
easy, and almost free from pain ; eyes ap- 
pear suffused, red; ue white, skin 
moist; bowels not ope since yesterda 
morning, urine seanty and high 
pulse 88, full, hard ; slept tolerably well last 
night, and has been easy this morning: at- 
tributes this attack to eating bread and 
cheese. The thigh and leg less swelled, 
temperature considerably decreased, at the 
lower part, the colour is changed to a yel- 
lowish cast, pittings still, but less painful on 
pressure ; says he feels easier under the use 
of the lotion. The anti ic mixture 
and lotion to be continued. The poultice to 
be continued at bed-time, and to have a 
smal! quantity of milk occasionally. 

12. No complaint just now, except of 
debility ; says he had violent hiccoagh this 
morning about ten o'clock, which, together 
with pain at the epigastrium, continued for 
about balf an hour; slept pretty well after 
twelve o’clock last night ; bowels not open- 
ed since day before yesterday, pulse lowered 
to 60, rather weak and irregular; tongue 
moist, skin dry; is able to sit up without 
any uneasiness, except when the leg is 
moved much, at which time he feels a little 
pain and numbness in the calf, and at the 
upper part of the thigh ; the leg, more ea- 
pecially at its middle part, still appears of a 
yellowish colour, but in other places ap- 
proaches rather more to a greenish shade ; 
and pits deeply on pressure. Continue the 
mixture and lotion. Two ing pills at 
night, and two the first thing in the morning, 

13. No complaints to day, except of de- 
bility ; the leg has been almost from 
pain since yesterday morning, but still re- 
tains the same colour in different parts. The 
bowels have been acted upon two or three 
times. Came down stairs for a short time, 

Decoetion of bark, ounces. 
Tincture of bark, 4 ounce. Mix. 


Take an ounce twice a-day. Let him have 
red wine every day; continue the lotion, 
Discontinue the antispasmodic mixture. 

14. No report. 

15. No complaint, bowels regular; ap- 
pearance of the leg as at last visit. Con- 
tinue the medicine. 

16. Continues to improve ; pulse has been 
ranging about 60 since the 12th, rather 
feeble ; the swelling has nearly subsided in 


| 


the leg, which still retains its various co- 
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lours ; pits still the dorsum of foot on 
re, and he feels much pai at times. 
tinue the medicine and wine, &c. 

Favourable reports of the case were fre- 
quently received until 26th July. On the 
21st, patient resumed his employment in the 
fields, without experiencing any ill effects, 
and has ever since followed his usual avoca- 
tions, 

To what may the above-mentioned symp- 
toms, &c. be attributed? As on the most 
attentive observation of the case throughout 
the illness, no circumstances occurred which 
could induce me to suppose that the disease 
existed in the absorbents, I am strongly of 
opinion, that the principal seat of the affec- 
tion existed in the veins. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Gronce Wowen Jonzs.- 


in Arden, Warwickshir. 
April, 1829. 


CASE OF THE EFFICACY OF THE ERGOT OF 
RYE, IN THE PREVENTION OF H#®MOR- 
RHAGE. 


By Henny Bovrrser, Esg., M.R.C.S. 


Iw the beginning of February last, I was 
called to who after each 
accouchement had been subject to very 
considerable and alarming hemorrhage, and 
who, (as in the case of Mr. Sewel,) had 
fearful forebodings of death from that cir- 
cumstance, on approaching her confine- 
ment. Having in several cases had ex- 
— of the power of the ergot to pro- 

uce uterine contraction, I determined to 
administer it on this occasion ; a scruple of 
the powder was therefore given a short time 
before the head was expected to be born, so 
that its action might be expected to continue 
after the birth of the child. The child was 
born ten minutes after the dose was given, 
and, in less than ten minutes more the pla- 
centa was expelled. No hemorrhage en- 
sued, and the patient was greatly woe poses 
at recovering, without any of her 
untoward symptoms, 

Sheffield, April 6th, 1829. 


TESTS OF ADULTERATED QUININE. 


Tue adulteration of quinine is carried to 
fA greater extent than is generally supposed, | 
while the necessity of having it genuine is 
most important. high price it obtains, | 
renders it a source of successful imposition | 


to sellers, and of corresponding disappoint- 


ERGOT.—QUININE.—HERNIA. 


ment to consumers; and this is most pro- 
bably the cause of the various degrees of 
benefit with which it has been used in the 
same complaint. The adulterations most 
frequently used, are, a peculiarly fine pre- 
pation of crystals of spermaceti, starch, and 
the gentiane, a preparation partaking in a 
great degree (when carefully made) of the 
appearance of quinine, but cheaper and quite 
useless. For the detection of the latter, I 
am not aware of any infallible test, pare j 
that of a delicate taste, difficult to be explai 

and only to be acquired by constant practice. 
A sure test to detect the presence of — 
maceti, is to heat a piece of highly-poli 

iron to a dull red-heat, and to throw on it a 
few grains of the quinine. Should there be 
any spermaceti, the oiliness will become 

nt; and if adulterated with starch, 

t will cause the quinine to adhere, which 
it will not do if unadulterated, but will ex- 
hibit a sparkling brown appearance, and a 
crispness to the touch. Another test is to 
mix the quinine with infus. rose, in which 
it should speedily dissolve; but if inter- 
mixed with starch, or spermaceti, or both 
conjoined, it will present, after having been 
allowed to stand a short time, a flocculated 
curdy appearance, and will not dissolve. The 
last isa beautiful and sure test, and the fa- 
cility with which it may be made is another 
recommendation. 

Islington. E. Moors, 


NERNIA. 


Mr. Ricnarp Mitten, of Hast- 
ings, has communicated to us t iculars 
of two cases, one of inguinal and the other 
of femoral hernia, which have lately oceur- 
red te him, tending to show the advantage 
of an early recourse to operation. Jn the 
first case, an operation was performed thirty- 
six hours after the descent of the hernia, 
when all the usual attempts at reduction had 
failed. ‘The intestine was readily returned, 
the patient proceeded favourably, and on 
the 18th day, was able to return to his custo- 
mary business. He had been subject to her- 
nia for seven years. The second case was 
very similar to the first. Mr. Miller con- 
cludes his paper by observing, with regard 
to the reduction of hernia, ‘‘ 1 have remark- 
ed that where complete syncope can be in- 
duced by bleeding in the warm bath, soon 
after the strangulation takes place, reduction 
is very frequently tke result of the taxis em- 
ple ed at this moment. When the warm 

n con be readily procured, the taxis 
should, I think, be deferred until the patient 
is in the bath, as the chance of reduction 
would, I am convinced, be much increased 
by so doing.” 
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CURTOUS CORONER'S INQUEST. Coroner. You seem a very raw and igno~ 
Ow Wednesday week, a Coroner's Inquest youth. 
was held at Guy’s Hospital, before Mr. 4 Juror. Ya my opinion, such 9 medical 
Shelton, the city coroner, on the body of a Witvess isa stigma and disgrace to the hos- 
poor woman named Nelton, who wa3 run pital, end the evidence fs not worth s but- 
on, 
Hodgee the In this opinion the whole of the jury con- 
Lambeth Road. On taking her up, it was CUTed, and returned a verdict of acciden- 
discovered that her left leg was broken, and tal death, with # deodand of one shilling on 
she was forthwith conveyed to Guy’s, for 
the benefit of as much surgical skill as that | 
hospital could afford. A number of witnesses. 
were examined, all of whom described the | 
occurrence as having been purely accidental. 
The medical youth who attended the de-| WERE STREET MEDICAL SCHOOL.—DR, HOPs 
ceased, was a Mr. Michael Minter, who de- KINS'S OBSTETRIC PRIZE MEDALS, 
scribed himself to be a dresser to Mr. Mor- 
ge, when the following dialogue ensued, | Tris to be wished that the useful and laud- 
¢ stated, that on the day in question he ex- able custom of annually awarding prizes to 
amined the deceased when brought to the Such students as should in any way distin- 
hospital, and found a simple fracture of the €¥8h themselves by superior diligence and 
left leg, which he set in the usual way; the attention, was more generally adopted by|the 
deceased was then put to bed; she went on lecturers of the respective medical classes in 
favourably at first, but subsequently became | ‘is metropolis than it is; since no plan, we 


delirious, and in that state expired on the conceive, is so well calculated to call forth 


foliowing Saturday. 


the powers of the youthful mind, and to 


Coroner. Can you inform the jury what @xcite amongst medical students a proper 


was the cause of the poor woman’s death ? 
Witness. Really 


cannot; I have not 


spirit of emulation and generous rivalry. 
As one of the most distinguished and libe- 


had sufficient experience. She was dropsi-|T#! examples of this kind, it is with pleasure 
cal, and, therefore, very likely died of that | We again notice the distribution of Dr. H 


kins’s annual prizes, of superb Gold and Sil- 


Coroner. Might not the delirium under | €? Medals, of which a description was given 


which the deceased laboured, have been 
brought on from the pain and inflammation 
arising from the broken limb! 

WV itness. 1 can’t say; as I said before, 
she was a subject. 
_ Coroner. Vo you mean us to understand, 
then, that the deceased would have died 
just 4 soon if the accident had not hap- 

Witness. Can't say ; probably she might. 
T have not opened the body. 

Coroner. But you are surely capable of 
forming an opinion. ‘ell us what you think 
on the subject. 

Witness. Why, really, I have not a 
thought to give ! 

Coroner. This is extraordinary ; pray let 
me ask if you attended the deceased regu- 


in a former Number of this Journal. 

On Tuesday, March ¢4th, the gold medal 
was awarded to Mr. John Morley, for the best 
written essay upon the following subject. 

** The symptoms of preguancy from the 
earliest stage to the period of quickening, 
with a physiological explanation of the 
mental and physical changes produced by 
the impregnated uterus upon the system of 
the mother.” 

This essay was spoken of in the highest 
terms of conmendation by one of the judges, 
On the following Thursday, the silver me- 
dal was presented to Mr, J. Cooper, for the 
second best essay on the same subject. 

Each of the successful candidates, after 
having read his essay before the class, was 
subjected to the test of a strict public exa- 
mination ; the former part of it relating to 


larly every day, for 1 am not satisfied that 
the ased was properly treated. 

Witness. 1 did not see her every day; 
but whenever | omitted doing so, the nurse 
informed me she was doing well. 

Coroner. You appear, from your own 
mouth, to be a very negligent person, and 
incompetent io the duties you have to per- 
form, and I am really surprised that the 
lives of patients should be entrusted to such 
youthful practitioners. 

Witness. 1 know more of the business 
than you do ; you are no judge of a medical 


subjects connected with the essay, and the 
latter to such points in practical midwifery 
as Dr. Hopkins thought proper to select. 
Thus each candidate was required to give 
satisfactory proof, not only of fully under- 
standing the subject of his essay, but a'so of 
having paid proper attention to the geaeral 
course of his obstetric studies. 

In conclusion, it is not too much to say, 
that the essays avd the examinations reflect 
the greatest credit upon both the candidates 
aud their instructor. 


man's talent, 
No. 29-40 
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THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, April 18, 1829. 


Taz Worshipful Company of Apothe- 


THE APOTHECARIES’ ACT. 


they are capable of judging—we should 
bear in mind, that the power of deciding 
who shall be entrusted with the superin- 
tendence of the health and lives of a large 
portion of the community, is vested in 
about a dozen of the most ancient, and 
effete members of a corporation of drug- 


caries recovered penalties to the amount of| gists. It is plain that the only qualifications 
forty pounds last week, against an indivi-|of which these tradesmen are capable of 
dual named Sergeant, who, it seems, had es-| judging, and to which, therefore, they are 
tablished himself as a medical practitioner | naturally disposed to attach the greatest 
at Carrington, and had contrived to get into| importance, are those which are tested by 


considerable practice, after having been re- 
jected by the Court of Examiners at Rhubarb 
Hall, Mr. Sergeant Witps, who conducted 
the case for the incorporated druggists, as- 
sured the Jury that the defendant, on his 
first examination, was found not to possess 
the knowledge which was required ; and that 
when he submitted himself some time after, 
to a second examination, he eepiefentll 
wanting in the qualifications deemed indispen- 
sable by the Worshipful Company. What 
these qualifications were, the learned Sergeant 
did not proceed to state; nor did he touch 
upon the nature of the examination which the 
defendant had undergoue, nor attempt to 
show, by evidence, the incompetency of the 
defendant to discharge the duties of a medical 
practitioner. In order to obtain a verdict, 
all he had to prove was, that the defendant 
had visited patients and dispensed medicines 
without a licence ; and it is by no means to 
be inferred from the mere fact of this action 
not having been defended, that the merits of 
the case were with the parties who sued for 
the penalties, Constituted as the Wor- 
shipful Court of Examiners at Rhubarb 
Hall is, it is scarcely possible that the 
Mewbers of that body could light upon an 
individual more ignorant than themselves. 
Before we assume, therefore, that the re- 
jection of acandidate by these Examiners 
furnishes of itself a proof of his incompe- 
tency, we should consider, what are the qua- 
lifications for the medical profession on 


the possession of a given number of certifi- 
cates, and by the indentures of the candi- 
date's apprenticeship, showing that he has 
passed five years of his life behind a coun- 
ter, and that whatever knowledge he has ac- 
quired that is to fit him for the discharge of 
the active duties of his profession, has not 
been acquired during the period required to 
be exclusively devoted to the labours of the 
shop. This last condition of admissibility 
to the medical profession is worthy of the 
pure and enlightened source from which it 
emanated; it breathes of the generous 
spirit, and the high feeling, and the scien- 
tific ardour, which might be expected to ani- 
mate the counsels of men whose thoughts 
were of rhubarb, and whose minds were in- 
tently occupied in the great design of sup- 
plying the public ata reasonable profit with 
cateplasms and cathartics. The whole 
scheme of examination at Rhubarb Hall is 
well adapted to the powers of the Exa- 
miners, seeing that it is made to depend on 
the inspection of certificates, and the verifi- 
cation of dates ; but the grand test of quali- 
fication is that whereby it is ascertained, 
that no part of the candidates’ extra-official 
knowledge has been acquired during the 
five years which must be exclusively de- 
voted to the services of the shop. No de- 
gree of knowledge, no amount of profes- 
sional acquisitions, will avail the applicant 
for a licence at Rhubarb [Jall, On the 
knowledge or professional acquisitions of a 


candidate, the Worshipful Examiners do 


FSFsR 
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not, for the best of reasons, undertake to 
deliver any opinion; what they require is, 
the production of certificates, showing that 
the candidate has attended certain courses of 
lectares. But if the date of these certifi- 
cates happen to fall within the five years 
required to be consumed in the drudgery of 
a shop, this is a fatal objection to the candi- 
date’s admissibility, and he is rejected as 
incompetent to discharge the duties of a me- 
dical practitioner. In vain may the candi- 
date urge, that he is ready to undergo the 
most searching examination; “it is use- 
Jess,” say the Worshipful Tradesmen, “ to 
urge your pretensions ; we can only exa- 
mine your certificates, and your certificates 
are dated at a time when your whole atten- 
tion should have been devoted to the ser- 
vites of the shop!” 

Such are the men to whom the power of 
granting licences to practise on the health 
and lives of the King’s subjects has been 
impradently confided, and who have the 
effrontery to come, from time to time, into a 
court of justice, to sue for penalties against 
unlicensed practitioners. It is idle to talk 
of the security against empiricism which 
the public derive from the power vested in 
the Corporation of Apothecaries, if that 
Corporation is itself incompetent to decide 
on the pretensions of medical practition- 
ers. Quis custodiet ipsos custedes? The 
Apothecaries’ Act is powerless as a check 
upon empiricism ; and, when its provisions 
have been applied to what is called the pro- 
tection of exclusive privileges, it has been 
constantly made the instrument of injustice 
and oppression. The decisions against the 
claim of surgeons not licentiates of the 
Apothecaries’ Company within a given 
time, to a remuneration for the medical 
treatment of cases falling under their care, 


would be discreditable to the judicature of 


the country, were it not for the opinion 
which seems to be entertained by the 
judges, that the clause in the Apothecaries’ 


governed, leaves them no discretion. The 
outrage which is offered to justive andcom- 
mon sense hy these decisions, can only be 
remedied by the repeal of the absurd and 
mischievous enactment on which they are 
founded. As the law is declared at p t, 
the higher the qualifications of the medical 
practitioner, the less is his claim to remu- 
neration for professional services. A pure 
apothecary—the meanest medical biped that 
ever mixed a julep, or administered a 
clyster, may recover in an action against 
Lis patient ; where a surgeon, as such, is 
held to be entitled to no remuneration for 
his professional services. Nay, if a phy- 
Sician or pure surgeon venture to com- 
pound and dispense his own prescriptions, 
he would be liable to be sued for the penal- 
ties given to the master, wardens, and so- 
ciety of apothecaries, in the Act of 1815. 
Cases must not unfrequently occur, in which 
a physician or surgeon distrusting the skill 
of the apothecary, entitled by act of parlia- 
ment to the privilege of dispensing medi- 
cines; or not confiding in the quality of the 
privileged person’s drugs, may wish to pre- 
pare and administer his own prescriptions ; 
but if he does this, he does it at his 
peril. The superior practitioner, who might 
be anxious to secure to the patient the full 
benefit of his professional skill, would be at 
the mercy of the inferior practitioner, who 
has the right, by act of parliament, to do 
that which might render all professional 
skill unavailing. 

But the root of much of the evil and many 
of the absurdities connected with the state 
of medical polity in this country, is to be 
found in the recognition of a superior and 
an inferior order of medical practitioners. 
This is a distinction unknown to other Euro- 
pean nations, and unknown in this country 
till within a comparatively recent period, 
In France, in Italy, and in Germany, the 
province of the apothecary is to prepare and 
administer medicines under the direction of 
the physician, or surgeon,and to this province 


Act, by which these decisions have beea 
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he is strictly confined. If the apothecary be 
elevated to the rank, or allowed to discharge 
the duties, of a medical practitioner, the 
public security demands that, at the period 
of embarking in his profession, he shall pos- 
sess equal qualifications with those of the 
surgeon and physician. It matters little by 
what designation medical practitioners may 
be distinguished ; but it is of the utmost 
consequence to the public, that all men who 
are entrusted with the care of the healths 
and lives of the community should, at start- 
ing in their professional career, possess 
equal qualifications. A superior and infe- 
rior order of medical practitioners can only 
mean a better and a worse informed order of 
medical practitioners ; and it cannot be de- 
nied, that the country is exposed to all the 
mischief which must arise from a want of 
due qualifications in medical men, so long 
as the power of granting licences to practise 
on the king’s subjects is possessed by a 
corporation of ignorant and mercenary trades- 
men. If the legislature sanction the exist- 
ence of a better and a worse informed class 
of medical practitioners, it must also sanc- 
tion the principle, that the health and lives 
of one portion of the community are of less 
value than the health and lives of another, 
and by far the largest portion. Now this 
principle, though to many it may appear to 
be one of the simplest conceivable axioms, 
ought not, perhaps, to be the avowed basis 
of legislation in an Act of Parliament. In 
short, the repeal of the Apothecaries’ Act 
must be one of the first steps towards that 
reform in the state of the medical profession, 
for which public opinion has been so long 
prepared, and which, now that other and 
more pressing questions of domestic policy 
are disposed of, cannot be much longer de- 


dlayed. 


Next week we shall insert a brief report | the case was stopped 


of what passed in the House of Commons 
the other evening, on the subject of a Peti- 


relative to the operation of the Irish Aro- 
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Case of the late Mr. Neale and Butler, the 
Soldier, Medico-legally considered. 


By Joux Surru, M. D., Professor 


of Medical Juri in the Univer- 
sity of London. 
Iw placing these articles in the hands of the 
Editor of Tux I.ancer, I beg to remark, that 
they are 7 own composition, and go forth 
to the medical world upon my own respon- 
sibility. One of them was intended to have 
formed part of the defence of Butler, (tried 
at the Old Bailey on Friday,) had it been 
necessary ;* and that they altogether con- 
tain my professional view of the medico-legal 
bearings of his case, as originally formed 
without any consultation or corroboration 
whatever. In saying this, I am not actuated 
by a vain desire of distinction ; but, honing 
watched the progress of this triumph 
truth, science, and COMMON SENSE, (over 
ignorance, conceit, and idity,) and hav- 
ing done almost all that an individual in my 
circumstances could do to ensure this 
tTriumpn, | feel that I am only discharging 
my duty in publishing the real hi of this 
most extraordinary occurrence. 
Up to Monday evening, the 6th instant, 
(upon which occasion the discussion took 
place in the Medical Society,) 1 merely felt, 
in common with other gentlemen of our 
cloth, that there was more than a mistake as 
to the prisoner’s guilt, arising out of a most 
absurd statement which had been sanctioned 
by considerable authority; but, finding all 
ground of diffidence in my own view of the 
matter removed by the course of that dis- 
cussion, | next day waited upon Mr. Sheriff 
Copeland, and explained to him how the 
medical evidence against the unfortunate 
man appeared certain to turn. This ex- 
cellent gentleman (of whose conduct it is im- 
possible for me to speak in terms of adequate 
praise,) not only gave me a patient and en- 
couraging hearing, but voluntarily promised 
to furnish the pecuniary assistance necessary 
for the poor man’s defence. 

Having succeeded so well in this quarter, 
[ thought it highly probable, that if I could 
get at the prisoner's real story, something 
confirmatory of my own impression might be 
elicited, and a stronger case made out in his 
favour. With this expectation, I accompa- 
nied his solicitor to Newgate, t and had an 


* No proper account of the trial has been 
published ; but it is pretty well known that 
after the cross-exami- 
nation of Dr. Dennis and Mr. Brookes. 

t I avail myseif of the opportunity to re- 
turn thanks, in the name of my profession, to 


disinterested conduct on this occasion. 


tion from some Scorcn Dvss, and others 
| Mr. Teague, for his able, indefatigable, and 


Turcanigs’ 
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CASE OF MR. NEALE, 


interview (the first) with him. The result 
was a thorough conviction on that 
Mr. Nears had died of de cir- 
cumstances peculiarly ucive to its oc- 
currence 


As time advanced, I had the satisfaction of 
ascertaining that the united voice of the pro- 
fession was in favour of my undertaking. 
We (for I was no longer single in the mat- 
ter) heard of observations which had been 
made at a distinguished conversazione ; and 
we learned, with at least as much disgust as 
astonishment, that the authorof certain erro- 
neous opinions had expressed his determina. 
tion to abide by them—merely because he 
had once advanced them ; but, happily for his 
reputation, this intention was afterwards 
altered. 

Impressed in the manner described, I 
resolved to make my own appearance in 
Court, and advised os solicitor to sub- 
= Drs. Paris, Juhnson, Wilmot, and 

r. Callaway, knowing that the opinions of 
these parties were consonant with the jus- 
tice of the case. Other practitioners volun- 
teered their assistance, in a way that will 
redound to their everlasting honour. But 
in saying that these gentlemen volunteered, 
it would be dishonest to conceal that, (with 
the exception of Dr. Paris,) every one was 
eager to come forward. ‘This gentleman 
complained of the hardship ; and, no doubt, 
it is a hardship, that the time and talents of 

fessional men should be laid under such 
avy contribution, without fee or reward. 

It might not become me, ever if | had it 
in my power, to relate the course of examina- 
tion of the two medical witnesses produced 
in support of the prosecution. But if an 
accurate report could be obtained, | am sure 
it would furnish us all with a highly impor- 
tant lesson. I shall merely observe that, as 
far as I have been able to learn, (and I have 
taken some pains to learn it,) there is not an 
individual in whose mind there now remains 
a shadow of doubt as to the prisoner's inuo- 
cence of the dreadful crime laid to his charge ; 
though from the time of the occurrence 
down to that of the trial, perhaps there 
were but few, out of the profession, who 
entertained any doubt of his guilt: but I 
may, with some consistency, add that, as 
one professing to teach the art of giving 


Joe carry Gis egotistical narrative no 
er; hoping accompanying 
will be found instructive, not only ty the 


Juniors, but by some of our senrons in the 
profession, 


CASE. 


Dr. Dennis appears to have been the 
first professional person who saw the body 
of the deceased; bat it seems that he en- 
tered at that time into no further examina- 
tion as to the state of the case, than was 
necessary to ascertain the fact of his death. 

The next professional person who saw 
deceased, seems to have been Mr. Kirton ; 
who, in his evidence given before the magis- 
trates at the final examination, admitted 
that he expected to tind that the deceased 
jhad died of apoplexy, in consequence of 
being told that he had come home intoxi- 
cated, evidently considering this fatal event 
to be a probable consequence of intoxica- 
tion ; nor do any suspicions, as to violent in- 
terference, appear to have been roused on 
the partof this witness, until he heard that 
the deceased was brought home by a sol- 
dier, who had robbed him of his clothes. 

No further interference seems to have 
taken place on the part of the medical pro- 
fession, until the meeting of Dr. Dennis, 
Mr. Brookes, and Mr. Kirton, for the pur- 
| pose of making a judicial examination of the 
| body; and a report of the appearances then 
discovered has been laid before the public. 
This report has been the subject of great 
dissatisfaction, and even of discussion, 
among medical men of eminence and repu- 
tation, and does not appear to contain a 
single statement, which (however true in 
point of fact) does not admit of explanation 
according to the ordinary phenomena of the 
too familiar event of death by apoplexy, con- 
nected with intoxication, while all the 
alleged marks of violence are themselves 
susceptible of satisfactory explanation in 
another and more natural way. These 
views are rendered the more clear and satis- 
factory, from the circumstance of the unfor- 
tunate deceased not having been attended to 
in a proper manner, when brought home in 
a state of so very alarming a nature. 

It may here be proper to state, (what 
every intelligent medical practitioner may 


medical evidence in courts of justice, 1 have | safely be called upou to substantiate,) that 
seen nothing on the present occasion but aj apoplexy is frequently the disease of early 
new instance of the necessity of learning | life—that intoxication is frequently an ex- 
this art. Let any one read the evidence | citing cause of it—that the influence of such 


given on the coroner's inquest, and after- 
wards by the same parties on the trial, and 
if he (by believing 60th) can arrive at any 
conclusion, than that black must be merely 
another name jor while, 1 shall give up 
Forensie Medicine altogether, and set about 
the task of forgetting all 1 have been endea- 
Vouring to learn concerning it. 


|a cause will be promoted by suffering a per- 
som in the state described as having been 
| that of the deceased to remain so neglected— 
| so strangely and scandalously neglected, as 
jit is proved he was: that additional force 
will be given to such a cause by the pre- 
| sence of ligatures on any part of the body, 
and most unquestionably by the unrelaxed 
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pressure of adouble truss, whereby 
it is probable that the large blood-vessels in 
the abdomen were subjected to mechanical 
obstruction ; that in such perilous circum- 
stances, the system being generally excited, 
and the circulation of the blood going on in 
ad itregular manner, such an event a3 a fall 
must be of the most untoward nature, and 
would particularly favour the tendency to 
produce the disease already specified, viz. 


apoplexy. 
jith regard to the statement signed by 
Messrs. Dennis, Brookes, and Kirton, it is 
to be remarked that the livid appearances 
described would present themselves almost 
universally in the parts of dead bodies which 
are lowest in regard to posture, at and after 
the time of death, when the fatal event 
takes place in what may be termed the 
healthy state. ‘Thus, if deceased had been 
lying on his right side at the time of his 
eath, and, still more certaiuly, if, after 
death, the body retained that posture till 
cold, the ordinary ard natural consequence 
would be such a settlement or stagnation of 
blood in the superficial vessels of the sub- 
jacent parts of the body, more especially in 
parts so near the centre of circulation as 
those described in the aforesaid gentlemen’s 
official statement, viz. the right ear, neck, 
throat, and shoulder, as would produce the 
exact livid appearances described. 
Dennis and Mr. Kirton have both deposed 
that they found the body cold wien they 
first saw it; and although it is impossible to 
say how long a body may after death retain 
the warmth of the living state, the fact of 
coldness having taken place must prove that 
death could not have occurred within a very 
short space of time. 

A distortion of the nose has been de- 
scribed as having been necessarily caused 
by forcible compression with the thumb and 
fingers; but such a distortion may be re- 
ferred to other causes, and might even be 
produced after death, ‘Lo cases in illustra- 
tion of this assertion, it would be easy to re- 
fer. Indeed, the vital elasticity of the car- 
tilage of the nose will restore it to its natu- 
ral form, if the pressure be removed during 
life; whereas after death the parts lose 
their elasticity, become stiff, and maintain a 
variety of unpatural positions into which 
they may have been forced, and afterwards 
so retained. The remark here applied to 
the nose, is equally applicable to the state 
of the case in other parts of the body; but 
even had the pressure in question been 
made in the way surmised, it ought to have 
been ascertained by careful dissection of the 
nasal passages, which does. not appear to 
have been thought of, that such compression 
could have had the effect of causing suffo- 
cation, by that modification of it called 
stifling ; for many persons breathe freely 


Dr. | 
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through one nostril and are 
bly few in whom both these passages are 
either symmetrically, or effectively alike ; aud 
as itis positively asserted that the left nostril 
was scarcely pervious, while the right was 
AS USUAL, the question would be but fair— 
what was the ‘‘ usual” state of the nostrils 
of this person prior to the event in question ? 
and why were uot parts accurately examin- 
ed, and injuries, or supposed injuries, or 
marks supposed to indicate violence, traced 
from their external signs to their interior re- 


lations to, and connexions with, parts essen- 
tial to life ? 

The whole of the appearances discovered, 
or described as having been discovered, in 
the brain and its appendages, most satis- 


factorily prove the occurrence of apoplexy, 
but ee else. This is a disease to which 
certain irregularities in the structure of 
these important organs will favour, if not 
create, a tendency ; and irregularities of a 
most important description are distinctly 
referred to. The tumours spoken of, as 
being about the size of marbles, were mor- 
bid and dangerous ; inasmuch as they must 
have impeded the regular flow of blood 
through the parts in which they were situ- 
ated, aad were obstacles to its free trans- 
mission in case of an upusual flow—the 
natural consequence of the strong excite- 
ment given to the circulating system, by 
/ means of the stimulus of wine and spirituous 
liquor. Without entering upon any tech- 
nical description of the apoplectic state, it 
may be sufficient to observe, that few more 
satisfactory accounts of the genuine nature 
of this disease are to be found upon record, 
than the appearances described as havin 
been presented on opening the head 
Neale. Indeed, it cannot be altogether im- 
pertinent to repeat, that the circumstances 
in which this man was placed were, toa de- 
gree of perfection not very common, fa- 
vourable to bring on the apoplectic state, 

No importaace whatever is to be attached 
to the appearances described as having 
presented themselves in the viscera of the 
thoracic and abdominal cavities. The con- 
gestion of the lungs was obviously a part, 
parcel, portion, or extension of the apo- 
plectic state. A person thus affected, lying 
almost on the bare floor, with a small pil- 
low under his head, would be in a posture 
exceedingly unfavourable to his safety. It 
would have struck a reflecting medical 
jurist, ou seeing a body in such a situation, 
and upon learning the historical circum- 
stances of the case, that apoplexy was more 
than abundantly sufficient to account for 
every appearance presented on the occa- 
sion, including even the alleged distortion 
of the nose. 

It is also unquestionable, that whatever 
covers the mouth and nostrils, will prevent 
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the access of air to the whereby suf- 
focation will be induced, if the impediment 
remain for even avery short time. Persons 
die so frequently in their beds from apo- 
plexy, brought on by excess in eating or 

tinking, that such an event is no matter of 
wonder whatever, It often happens, that 
the disease is favoured, and its fatal termi- 
nation ensured, by the face being buried in 
bed clothes, or being turned downwards. In 
such a situation the sufferer, being rendered 
insensible and incapable of changing his 
posture, perishes ; while prompt assistance 


be that the deceased had eaten something 
besides the animal food of which he partook 
on returning home. 

It has further been reported, (though such 
report does not appear to form part of 


| authenticated statement of the medical gen- 


tlemen who examined the body,) that the 
clothes of the deceased were saturated with 
urine ; but nothing could be more prepos- 
terous than to infer from this circumstance, 
that violence had been used to the bladder, 
or even any pressure applied to the lower 
part of the belly; where, in a distended 


might save him from what, in the circum- state, the urinary bladder, or part of it, 


stances described, may he quoted as almost | more properly speaking, would lie. With- 
inevitable uences. | Out taking into account the possible exist- 
Mr. Brookes said, that the blood in| ence of disease in the urinary organs, no 
the body was every where in a fluid state, | fact is more familiar than that of persons, 
a circumstance which, he says, he never under the influence of excessive intoxica- 
~found in a case of natural death. That the | tion, voiding their urine unconsciously. A 
was as Mr. Brookes describes it, no slight disposition to do so would be in- 

one will doubt; but the inference he has; creased by the ingestion of spirits diluted 
drawn is unwarrantable, while his alleged | with water; and when the circumstances 
experience is at variance with that of me-| are taken into consideration, of the deceased 
dical men in general. Many eases could be | having a rupture on either side, and of the 
uoted, in which the person died a natural irregular action of part of the apparatus 
ath, where the blood has been found ex-| worn by him, in consequence of this severe 
actly as it is described to have been in the infirmity, of the posture, neglect, and, in- 


nt instance ; and, indeed, the risk of 


impeding post-mortem examinations, by 
letting out the blood, is so very generally 
impressed upon the minds of those who per- 
form these operations, that care is univer- 
sally taken not to wound the large vessels, 
in opening the cavities of the body. ‘This 
statement will be supported by evidence on 
the part of a lecturer on medical jurispru- 
dence, who, a very few days ago, was pre- 
sent at the opening of a man who died under 
circumstances almost incredibly resembling 
the case of Neale, and which gare rise to 
a Coroner's inquest in the borough of South- 
wark. 

In a most unaccountable manner has stress 
been laid upon the appearance of the mouth 
in this instance. In cases of natural death, 
after continued and debilitating disease, the 
appearances alluded to are very commonly 
met with; for here there is a general re- 
laxation of tle muscular fibres, in which the 


muscles, whose function it isto suspend the | 
lower jaw, participate ; so that, by losing | 
their power, the weight of the jaw prepon- 
derates, and the ‘ ghastly” appearance, 
which has been so inconclusively alluded to, | 
will take place. While in death, in the 
healthy state, the reverse frequently, per- 
haps even generally, happens. 
Tt ues been said, that suoring was recog- | 
nised on the part of the deceased, after he | 
was left inthe prisoner's company. Such 


deed, of every thing unfavourable to de- 
ceucy and comfort, no importance whatever 
can be attached to the fect of the urine hav- 
ing been found even high ap. It is a cir- 
cumstance that will admit of explanation ia 
a variety of ways ; by far the least intelli- 
gible or conceivable of which, is the eppli- 
cation of pressure over the region of the 
bladder. 
QUESTIONS. 


To be put to the Medical Witnesses for 
the Crown, on their cross-examination, 
or to those in behalf of the Prisoner, as 
Counsel may think fit. 

Is not pressure upon any part of the brain 
considered very dangerous ? 

Will not tumours cause pressure, and do 
they not tend to impede the free circulation 
of the blood in the brain ? 

If it were known, or suspected, during the 
life of a person, that he had tumours in any 
part of that organ, would he not be cons:- 
dered predisposed to apoplexy ? 

Is not extravasation of blood upon the 
surface of the brain, a well-known cause of 
apoplexy ? 

Is the effusion of lymph between the 
membranes of the brain, likely to take 
place from syffocation? Or is it not the 
consequence of disease in the parts where 
such effusion takes place ? 

Would not a person believed to labour 


symptom is strikingly indicative of the | under predisposition to disorders of the 
apoplectic state; and as to the caseous, | brain in general, and to apoplexy in parti- 
or cheese-like substance found in the sto- | cular, be enjoined to live abstemiously, and 
mach, if it proves any thing, it can only | especially to avoid the use of strong liquor! 
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Would not the circumstance of such a 
person becoming intoxicated, be looked upon 
as the probable cause of apoplexy, were that 
disease to take place while he was under 
the influence of strong liquor? 

Is it not a general conclusion, that a per- 
son in an excessive state of intoxication is 
exposed, among other dangers, to that of 

exy! 

Will it not favour the access of this dis- 
ease, if there are ligatures on any part of 
the body, particularly about the belly, 
whereby pressure will be caused on the 
largest blood vessels in the system ? 

Will not violence, such as a fall, favour a 
tendency to irregularity in the circulation, 
and more especially in the soft organ the 
brain, there being already in that organ a) 
departure from the healthy structure ? 

What would be the proper and judicious 
course to pursue with a person in a stale of 
intoxication, for his safety—and more espe- 
cially with a view to prevent the occurrence 
of apoplexy ? 

Would it not be EXTREMELY danger- 
ous to let him go to sleep upon a floor, with 
his head low, and a herniary truss fastened 
in the usual manner ! 

Are the appearances described as having 
been found in the body, such as would lead 
to the conclusion that the deceased died by 
suffocation rather than apoplexy—or the 
reverse ! 

What would be the most remarkable ap- 
pearances discovered on opening the body of | 
@ person who had been stifled or suffocated ! 

Were not some of those appearances ab- | 
sent in the body of deceased? And ey 
not almost all the ordinary signs of death) 
by apoplexy discovered ? } 

Is not snoring, as unprofessional people | 
would call it, a characteristic symptom of 
apoplexy, in those who have not been | 
known to snore when in their ordinary 
state ? 


ERGOT OF RYE. 


Mr. Wittram Braprrevp, of Northiam, 
has communicated another case in addition 
to the greatnumber which have been already 
recorded in this Journal, in proof of the efli- 
cacy of the secale cornutum in protracted 


labour. The patient had been in labour 36 
hours when Mr. B. arrived, but the pains 
were wholly ineffectual. ‘The uterine action 
still delaying, Mr. 1B. prepared a decoction 
of one drachm of the ergot to six ounces of 
water, boiled it to fuur ounces, and admi- 
nistered a third part. In 20 minutes the 

ins increased, the dose was repeated, and 
n @ quarter of an hour the child was born, 
The placenta was expelled soon after. 


HOUB-GLASS CONTRACTION, 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
April 13, 1829, 


Mr. Cattaway, President, in the Chair, 


EX PLANATION.-—HOUR-GLASS OR NO HOUR- 
GLASS CONTRACTION OF THE UTERUS. 
MORBID SPECIMENS.—-VITALITY OF THE 
BLOOD. 


Mr. Grevitte Joxgs, in the absence of 
the Registrar, read the minutes of the last 
meeting. 

Before the business of the evening com- 
menced, Mr. Suear ty wished to say a few 
words in explanation of some remarks he had 
made on the last evening. When he said, 
that “‘ sitting or pressure on the respiratory 
muscles would cause death,” he meant it only 
as applying to cases in which the lungs were 
ina state of disease, or in that condition 
which must have been produced in Mr. Neale, 
immediately. after his having indulged in 
drinking to the extent he did, 

Mr. Wray introduced for discussion the 
following case, which he considered particu- ~ 
larly interesting. About three weeks ago, 
he was called to a lady, threatened with la- 
bour pains for two dayspreviously. On the 
Monday evening when he called, she in- 
formed him that she had had a pain about 
half an hour before his arrival. In passi 
the hand over the abdomen, he felt a sort of 
groove in the middle, which gave him theim- 
pression that there were twins in the uterus, 
On introducing the fingers into the vagina, 
the os uteri was found fully dilated, the mem- 
branes protruding into the vagina, and evi- 
dently alimb presenting, but whether an arm 
or a leg he could not at the moment make 
out. He ruptured the membranes, and find- 
ing it was an arm presentation, and a case re- 
quiring turning, he obtained the assistance 
of Mr. lliff, who arrived in about five mi- 
nutes. Ona more minute examination, the 
feet were found to be bent backwards and 
upwards, claspivg as it were the head, and 
forcibly retaining it in the posterior part of 
the uterus ; an arm presented and a longitu- 
dinal section of the chest. Proceeding fur- 
ther, he was surprised to find the uterus vio- 
lently contracting in the form of what bad 
been denominated the hour-glass contraction, 
Finding it impossible to turn, and being only 
able to touch the presenting arm and half of 
thejchest, he, together with Mr. lliff, deemed 
it prudent to send for Dr. Walshman, who 
soon made his appearance. Alter nearly 
three hours’ moderate but persevering ex- 
ertions, by all three, before the contraction 
could be overcome, the feet were at length 
got hold of, the fetus tumed, and the woman 
delivered, The child was dead from the first, 
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Because the navel string had descended with |}and under such ‘circumstances, the best 
the presenting arm. ‘he mother bad dove practice that could have been adopted, was to 
perfectly well. ve sccomplished the turn as speedily as 
Dr. Watsnmaw hed never met with a! possible, whether the patient wes robust or 
case of this sort during the whole of his|teedle, It had been said thet bloodletting 
practice, in which a greater degree of diffi- | would reduce the contraction, but he (Mr. 
culty was experienced ; and his only as-| Proctor) could not see that; bloodletting 
tonishment was, that, considering the time | would reduce rigidity; it might relieve 
occupied by the practitioners, the great re- | irritability and inflammation, but, in such a 
sistance made by the contraction of the | case as this, he should not have recourse to 
uterus, and the power that was required to | jt, because of the exhaustion it would be 
be exerted, the uterus bad rot only not! likely to produce. : 
been ruptured, but that the woman had done| Mr. Asuwrxt did not know whether Mr. 
perfectly well. Proctor considered the uterus muscular or 
Mr. Asuwett considered that, in such a not? If he did, he had answered himself. 
case as this, abstraction of blood oughtto| Mr. Procror did hold the uterus to be 
have been resorted to; avd afterwards, if| muscular; but if a practitioner bled with a 
contraction continued, large doses of opium | view to reduce all muscular power, he would 
should have been given, rather than an at- | find that he would stop the action of the 
tempt should have been made and perse- | heait, before he stopped that of the uterus. 
vered in, to turn where so much exertion | Where violent hamorshage took place, so os 
was iequired. He begged to observe, as a/ to deluge the bed, the contraction of the 
eneral remark, that he had never seen | uterus was not found to relax. 
; owas result from waiting ; be had often! Mr. Asnweit said there was a wide 
wituessed it from premature introduction of difference between haemorrhage from the 
the hand. Notwithstanding all the anxiety uterus, and bloodletting from the arm. If 
and solicitude both of practitioners and Mr. Proctor proceeded at once to turn in the 
friends, in his — the danger of waiting | way he seemed to intimate, where there was 
was nothing, when compared with thet of | violent contraction of the uterus, he (Mr. 
forcibly thrusting the hand into a contracted Ashwell) had no hesitation in feeling per- 
uterus. fectly satisfied that greut difficulty would be 
Mr. Wa ter entirely concurred with Mr. | experienced, and that in five out of six such 
Ashwell. He had been called to cases cuses, the uterus would be ruptured. When 
where violent attempts to turn had been |a gentleman had once seen a case or two of 
made, and where even the siightest attempt turning, he wou'd not again be anxious to 
to introduce the hand brought on strong | resort to it, until it became absolutely ne- 
contractions. In those cases he had re- | cessary ; for, in the operation, one unfortu- 
moved blood, and afterwards administered nate fibre might give way, and the woman 
large doses of opium, with the most perfect| be lost. Some cases of exception, indeed, 
success. If the patient in Mr. Wray's case | there might be, but Mr. Wray’s case did not 
was of an irritable habit, bloodletting would pe under that class, for there was time to 
have been the more efficacious. In this have taken away blood—there was time to 
case the membranes were not broken, and huve given opium. 
he wished to know in what respect the diffi-| Dr. Ryan, in the first place, fully con- 
culties could have been increased, if time | curred in the observations that had been 
had been allowed? made by Messrs. Ashwell and Waller ; and, 
Mr. Wray observed, that the patient's | secondiy, he did not believe that this was 
strength would not permit the use of the | such a case as would be generally acknow- 
lancet, nor was there time to wait for any |ledged to be an hour-glass contraction at 
remedy, She was a very irritable subject. all, Opium ought to have been given, and 
Ilad the contraction of the uterus been | the patient onght to have been bled. Every 
suffered to go on for some time, it would | man who had turned must know, that where- 
have worked the destruction of the womb. ever there was a violent contraction of the _ 
It was not necessary that the strength of the | uterus, unless the practitioner desisted in 
patient should be great, to allow of violent | his efforts to turn, a rupture of the uterus 
uterine contractions. : |must take place. There was, at one time, 
Mr. Proctor thought a very improper a gentleman in this country, who succeeded 
view of this case had been taken by the two in turning when all others had failed ; and 
gentlemen who had spoken upon it; be-) he invariably did it under the exhibition of 
cause, according to the relater’s account, large opiates. If the patient here was so 
it was one of peculiar difficulty, What weak as had been represented, at any rate 
would have been the use of yaiting? To} she could have borne opium. 
have enabled the uterus to contract ott Mr. Snearry could not conceive on what 
more? The case was unvatural altogether ;| ground this could be called on hour-glass 
neture could not have efiected her work ; [omreentee of the uterus, He romembered 
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i > Spontaneous evo- 
lution took place, and the child was born. 
Dr. Watsuman knew not bow betier to 
define the contraction, than by the appella- 
tion which had been used. When the hand 
ence got past the contracted part, it went 
freely up to the fundus. He remembered a 
case of a description semething similar to 
the present, where six practitioners attend- 
ed: the woman died, and after opening her, 
the neck and side of the head of the fetus 
were found to be so firmly jammed into the 
side of the pelvis, as to render it = 
sible for him to push it back. He (Dr. W.) 
hed come to the conclusion, that wherever 
he found the membranes protruding, on arm 
presenting, and the os uteri dilated, the 
membranes ought to be ruptured immedi- 
ately, and turmng performed as soon as pos- 
sible. 


Dr. Ramanée considered the treatment in 
Mr. Wroey’s case altogether injudicious. M 
Wray had no right to rupture the membranes. 
He should have waited a quarter or half an 
hour, and very pessibly some favourable 
change might have taken place. The treat- 
ment was now by no meens proper at first. 
He (Dr. R..) agreed with Dr. Ryan, that this 
could not be called an hour-glass contraction. 
Attempting to ascertain the sort of con- 
thing but proper whilst 
rge body of a fwtus in 


traction, was ap 
there was the ts 
Had the case occurred to him, 
(Dr. R.) he should have adopted the treat- 
ment recommended by Dr, Ryan, and Messrs. 
As!well and Waller. 

“Mr. Wray could not permit ony gentle- 


the uterus. 


man to doubt what he said. ‘Ilis was a mest 
distinct hour-glass contraction of the uterus. 
The uterus below the contraction was hang- 
ing locse and was easy dilatable, ard hecould 
as soon doulit the burning of the lights be- 
fore him as be induced to believe that this 
was not an hour-glass contraction. He thought 
the observations of some of the gentlemen, 
not such as gentlemen ought to have made, 
one towards another. The situation of this 
feetus was such as was scarcely ever met with, 
and what could be more rational treatment, 
than to endeavour to get it brought into a pro- 
per position without deluy? Many gentle- 
mean would remain for a few minutes aiter 
the meeting broke up, he would draw the 
form of the uterus and the presentation on 
errs. by which it would be at once visi- 

that it was the hour-gless contraction, 
and that the treatment was such #s ought to 
have been adopted. However, be was glad 
to find the treatment had been disputed, be- 
cause it would have the good effect of mak- 
ing him refiect upon it ; and he felt it much 


more creditable to relate to the society a 


case of this and under these cir” 
cumstances, than to relote 100 cases where 
there could be no earthly doubt as to the 
mode of treatment. 

Dr. Ryaw meant nothing offensive to Mr. 
Wrey. He hod merely made his observa- 
tions upon the basis of science. Did Dr. 
Wal:bman ever meet with a 
evolution et the seventh month ? 

Dr. Warsumay said, if he did meet with 
a case of mal-presentation at the seventh 
month, he should not wait for spontaneous 
evolution, but proceed to turn immediately. 
He conceived that Dr. Denman had done 
more inj what he bad said tin 

ti be had dome 
by all his other writings. 

Mr. W nay exhibited specimens of diseased 
vagina, bladder and kidneys. 

1¢ Presipenr regretted that no oppor- 
tunity bad been afforded for resuming the 
discussion upon fiuidity of the blood, and to 
| heer Dr. Whiting’s views on the alleged vi- 
| tality of that fluid. If, however, Dr. Whit- 


*| ing would favour the society with his com- 


pany when it met agein, itshould be arranged 
that this subject should tokhe precedence of 
all others, 
Dr. Whiting promised to attend ; the ar- 
|Tangement was mude, and the society broke 


UP- 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
April 11th, 1829. 


Mr. Crsan Hawnxrns in the Chair, 
LANGUOR IN THE SOCIETY.——JAUNDICE. 


| Tue Society was very ill attended, and of 
‘those present not more then half were Mem- 
bers. A paper was read by Dr. Lee on in- 
| flemmaticn suppuration of the veins of 
| the ulerus, accompanied by the particulars 
\of three cases, which may have possessed 
‘interest, and indeed, a gentleman close to 
the speaker said they did, but from the low 
tone in which the paper was delivered, and 
the noise frcm repeated disturbances in the 
| street, rendered more perplexing by an open 
| window, it was impossible to preserve the 
| connexion requisite for a report, and we do 
not therefore attempt to give one. ‘The cor- 
rectness of a medical report, is materially 
ensured by a clear and deliberate mode of 
expression, 

As might have been expected from the 
appearance of the room, and the repeated 
| departures which took place, little or no dis- 
cuss'on ensued, though Dr. Copland, Mr. 
Jewel, and the Chairman, did their best to 
promote it; very long periods of silence 
elapsed, without a word passing, The sub- 


| 8 case where the woman had been in 
30 hours; the os uteri was not relaxed ; a 
large dose of opium wos administered, the 
| 
/ 
| 
| 
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As to Dr. Webster's case, 

the eruption as accidental, 

Dr. Wesstrr related a case of jaun- and unconnected with the pathology of the 

dice, attended by an unusual eruption, ap- disease itself. He thought we had butlittle 

ara on the face, forehead, and chest, the co d over jaundice, but that which we 
skin of which was covered with it. It obtuined by the use of palliatives. 

bore a resemblance to the pustules which! The remainder of the discussion, which 

oceur about the tenth day in small-pox, but) proceeded very feebly and presented nothing 

these were darker and not so round ; it con- | of novelty, was on the general treatment of 

tinued for a fortnight, and at that period the | jaundice ; and at the close of the debate, a 
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jaundice beginning to subside, the eruption 


paper was announced for the following even- 


subsided also, disappeared, and the patient | ing on carditis, by Dr. Milligan, 


recovered. He had never seen a case of the 
kind before. His treatment consisted of 

rgatives and diuretics; calomel, ja!ap, 
lue pill, squills and senna. He was de- 
sirous of knowing, whether any of the Mem- 
bers had ever met with a similar eruption 
accompanying jaundice ? 

An effort was again made in favour of 
Dr. Lee's paper, but without avail ; and Dr. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


INFLAMED ELBOW JOINT, 


Webster's case proceeded, though at times 


Joun Ropxy, wxtat, 12, a slender boy, of 
very pale and delicate appearance, was ad- 


it Was near sharing the same fute as its | mitted into Henry the Eighth’s Ward, Fe- 


redecessor, 


bruary 16th, under the care of Mr. Law. 


Dr. Stewart wished to know, what kind jrence. “fwo months ago, he was bit by a 
of subject a might have been ; was | dog in the right forearm, about three inches 


he young orold? The eruption appeared to be 


more the constitutional effect of drunken- 
ness, than aay actual part of the jaundice 
itself. 

Dr. Wraster replied, that the patient was 
middle-aged, not a drunkard, nor of a sy- 
philitic habit. The eruption progressed 


with the jaundice, and left with it. He 
had seen eruptions accompanying jaundice, 
but never one of this character. 
Mr. Ilunr made a few observations, ex- 
ssive of a doubt whether the eruption 
Bad any thing to do with the jaundice, and 


below the olecranon, on Pees aspect, 
The dog having been teased by some other 
persons, spraug at the patient, and in- 
flicted the bite in the part mentioned The 
marks of several teeth were left distinctly 
apparent. No blood flowed from the wounds, 
His mother applied poultices, and the marks 
soon disappeared, and the arm, as was sup- 
posed, got well. On Tuesday last, pain 
attacked the elbow joint and contiguous 


| parts, and by Sunday the pain had much 


increased, and the arm swelled. The 
elbow now presents every appearance af 


then left the subject of Dr. Webster's case |common inflammation of the joint. Mr, 
to inquire what difference there ought to be | Lawrence cannot trace any connexion be- 
in the treatment of jaundice, which was | tween this condition of the limb, and the 
accompanied with constitutional symptoms, | bite or its effects; though what has trans- 
aod that which was not? Mr. Hunt after- pijred is to be borne in mind. Apply six 
wards stated a case which he cousidered il- Jeeches round the joint, and afterwards 
lustrative of the latter phenomenon. | wrap up the arm ina linseed poultice. Take 
Before this question could be answered, | six grains of powdered rhubarb with a grain 
Mr. Jewet made an inquiry into the truth | of calomel. 
of the vulgar opinion, that in jaundice every 17. No better; the bowels have been 
thing to the vision of the patient bore & moved. ‘Take an ounce of the saline mix- 
yellow cast. He had heard of an artist who ture, combined with twelve drops of liquor 
could not pursue his avocations, because antimonii tarterizati, every six hours. 
every thing around him was tinged with this, 49, Repeat the application of the leeches, 
colour. continue the mixture every four hours. 
Some observations were made at different, 90. The arm more inflamed, more swelled, 


periods of the discussion on this subject 
against this fact, but nothing detisive was 
elicited. 

Dr. Jonnstone could not understand the 
existence of jaundice free from constitutional 
symptoms. It never occurred without loss 
of appetite, high coloured urine, light feces, 
and derangement of the biliary system. 
These (though Mr. Hunt persevered ia bis, 


and more painful, extending from the elbow 


| joint to the end of the fingers, The inflam- 
| matory process greatest on the inner side of 
‘the arm, extending for about four inches 


below the joint. Tongue brown and furred ; 
pulse quick ; complains of great debility, 
Repeat the leeches and poultices, and con- 
tinue the medicines. 

April 8. Under this treatment and attend- 


opinions) he insisted were fairly constitu- | ing to the general health, the arm has got ra- 
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ther better than when the patient came into 
the ital; but there is still an enlarge- 
ment of the joint, which is so stiff that 
the forearm can only be kept midway be- 
tween a state of flexion and extension. 


CASE OF CONCUSSION. 


Henry Srupson, etat. 12, a chimney- 
sweeper, was brought into Harley's Ward, 
under the care of Mr, Earle, at twelve 
o'clock, October 16, with symptoms of con- 
cussion of the brain, His mother, who ac- 
companied him to the hospital, stated, that 
about three-quarters of an hour previously, 
he had been descending the steps of a cellar 
with an apron full of apples. The stairs 
consisted only of four steps, from the top of 
which, it was supposed, he must have fallen, 
his head striking against the brick floor. He 
had bled from the ear, and vomited before 
his arrival at the hospital. Was quite in- 
sensible when taken up, and continued so at 
the time of admission. In a quarter of an 
hour afterwards, he became sensibleyand was 
able to name the pa:t of the head in which 
hefeltpain. It extended along the left side, 
a under the temporal bone. No 

ture was observable. © The bead »was 

ordered to be shaved, and cold lotions ap- 

ied to it. Calomel and jalap to be taken 
immediately. 

17. Has continued vomiting at short in- 
tervals. The pulse this morning rather hard 
and jerky ; eight ounces of blood have been 
taken from the arm. Repeat the bleeding, 
and fet a small dose of calomel and jalap be 
given, as soon as any thing will remain on 
the stomach ; the former was ejected almost 
immediately on being swallowed. The bowels 
have not been moved. 

18. The medicine has been taken, and 
acted. Pulse 104, soft, and compressible, 
Continues quite sensible, and feels much 
better on the whole. 


22. Discharged to-day, apparently quite 
well. 


FRACTURE OF THE RIGHT SCAPULA. 


George Sterley, tat. 42, dark complexion, 
short, muscular and strong, was admitted 
into Harley’s ward, under the care of Mr. 
Earle, Oct. 17, 1828, with a fracture of the 
right scapula. The fracture detaches about 
an inch and a half of the anterior angle of the 
bone from the rest of the bone. Great effu- 
sion of blood has taken place underneath the 
muscles covering the parts. ‘The patient is 
a German, and with great difficulty can make 
lhimself understood in the English language. 
He states, that in throwing a heavy weight 
from him, the accident occurred. Heis sure 
he has received no blow whatever. Imme- 
diately, as he supposes, on the accident oc- 


CONCUSSION.—FRACTURE.—CHOREA. 


curring, he felt severe in the part, but 

20th. The peculiarity attending this case 
is, that (from all that can be ascertained) it 
is one of fracture arising purely from the ac- 
tion of the muscles. Leeches and evaporat- 
ing lotions have been applied to the shoulder, 
the bowels have been regulated by house me- 
dicine. The inflammation is subsiding, 
the effusion becoming absorbed. 

The patient was discharged in a few days, 
with a recommendation to keep the parts 
quiet. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL, 


CHOREA. 


Anne's Ward.—¥lizabeth Haller, zxtat. . 
17, admitted, under the care of Dr. Reots, 
on the 19th of March. States that she was 
first attacked about Christmas last, during 
menstruation, with convulsive motions of the 
left arm and leg, which have been increasing 
up to the present time, and, for the Jast 
month, she ae been incapable of walking or 
standing. The right arm and leg began to be 
affected about a week ago, but not so vio- 
lently as the left, which are in constant 
motion, so as to render her incapable of feed- 
ing herself, or holding any thing in her 
hand ; the head and face but little affected ; 
has occasional twitchings of the muscles of 
the mouth, but can protrude the tongue with 
tolerable steadiness ; says she has not, nor 
ever has had, any headach ; the constant 
motion prevents her from sleeping much at 
night; has some griping of the abdomen ; 
no irritation of the nose; appetite good ; 
bowels confined ; menstruated regularly up 
to the time of her first attack, but never 
since ; pulse small, quick, and frequent, but 
cannot be numbered on account of the agita- 
tion ; pupils natural, 

Dr. Roots feeling desirous in this case of 
trying the effects of purgatives alone, com- 
bined with antiphlogistic regimen, ordered 
the patient to be put on milk diet, and take 
castor oi! and spirit of turpentine, of each 
half an ounce,* immediately, and to be re- 
peated the first thing on Saturday morning. 

20. The bowels not having been evacu- 
attd, ordered to take of scammony, with 
calomel, 15 grains immediately ; and an in- 
jection, with two ounces of turpentine, and 
fourteen ounces of gruel, three hours after. 
The powder did not operate on the bowels, 
and a common injection was given, the tur- 
pentine clyster not having been sent up. This 


* The first dose the patient vomited al- 
most immediately after it had been given, 
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three evacuations, containing a 
amen of hardened feces. 

21. Has had three stools to-day; feces 
not so hard; convulsions considerably in- 
creased since admission ; is obliged to be 
tied to the bed ; tongue white, speech much 
less distinct, and cannot now protrude the 
tongue without effort. Has some heat about 
the forehead, but no pain in the head; 
urine of a dark chocolate colour, and de- 
Posits a copious sediment. 

Dr. Roots considers himself no longer 
justified in continuing the above treatment, 
and, consequently, has ordered the head to 
be shaved ; cold lotions to be applied to the 
scalp ; and should she complain of pain, to 
have twelve leeches applied. 


two drachms every six 


Extract of colocynth, with calomel, fifteen 
grains to-morrow morning. 

22. Motio. not decreased ; urine still ofa 
dark colour, and now bloody, and emits a 
violet odour ; pain on pressure of the epi- 
gastrium, and about the region of the kid- 
neys ; tongue rather coated ; pulse quick and 
weak, omit the cerbonate of iron; eighteen 
leeches to the epigastrium immediately, and 
afterwards a blister. A common injection to 
be thrown up immediately, and an enema, 
with opium, three hours after. 

23. els not open; vomiting. Ten 
es of calomel immediately ; and three 

rs after, six drachms of castor oil. 

24. Much steadier. Has po a tolera- 
ble night, and quite natural when asleep. 

s not complain of pain on pressure of 
epigastrium, and but little in the region of 
the kidneys. The vomiting has ceased ; urine 
having been passed with her stool, it could 
not be ascertained whether it contained any 


im of mercury, five grains imme- 
jately ; 
Compound senna mixture to-morrow morn- 


ing. 

To be cupped over the region of each kidney 
to ten ounces. 

25. Has menstruated during the night ; 
continues steadier and better, having been 
enabled to sit up in bed, and feed herself; 
urine has still a violet smell ; complains of 
slight pain of the mouth and throat ; bowels 
well purged. 

26. Has slept ill, and appears worse ; had 
two offensive stools; motion rather in- 
creased ; urine violet smell. 

Extract of henbane, five grains immedi- 
ately, and every six hours after. 

27. Foaming at the mouth; has great 
difficulty in protruding the tongue or speak- 
ing; some pain and tenderness of the abdo- 
men ; urine less bloody. 


28. A j much worse ; has been 7 
restless during the night. It is with diffi- 
culty she can be kept on the bed. Vomiting. 
Leeches #4 to the abdomen. Calomel, tea 
grains immediately, to be repeated at night 
and again to-morrow morning. Hip bath. 
The patient continued to get worse, and 
was in constant motion until a short time 


before her death, which took place at about 


two o'clock the following morning. She 
went off very quietly, appearing to be com~- 
pletely worn out. 

Post-mortem examination. 

Patches of inflammation were found in 
the stomach, and the whole alimentary 
canal exhibited a more than usually vas- ~ 
cular appearance. The pelves of the kidneys 
were much inflamed, several little red spots 
were noticed near the terminations of the 
ureters ; and the mucous membrane of the 
bladder was ulcerated. ‘The brain was ob- 
served to be particularly small, but no mor- 
bid appearances remarked there ; and no- 
thing different to what is commonly observed 
in health, could be found in other parts of 
the body. 

It has been elicited from the mother since 
thevdeath of the patient, that for some 
months her bowels had been very costive, 
and she has been in the constant habit of 
taking drastic purges. Her urine has ex- 
hibited a milky appearance depositing, a se= 
diment which, from her description, is sup- 
posed to have been pus. But the patient, 
at the time of her admission, did not com- 
plain of any pain or tenderness in the situas 
tion of the kidneys or bladder. 


HOPITAL ST. ANTOINE. 


POISONING BY MUSHROOMSs 


M. Gerbault, ztat. 30, of a healthy, but 
not very vigorous constitution, was admitted 
on the 27th of May, 1828, having, on the 
preceding day, together with her husband, 
eaten a quantity of white champignons for 
breakfast, two hours after which, she was 
seized with sickness, and soon afterwards 
with violent vomiting of black matter, and 
profuse diarrhea. On her admission, she 
was in a very precarious state; in the course 
of twenty-four hours, she had vomited up- 
wards of sixty times, and the diarrhoea had 
been almost incessant ; the abdomen was 
free from pain, even on pressure, but vo- 
miting was very painful, and accompanied 
by hiccup and extreme anxiety; the pulse 
was very small and frequent; the counte- 
nance expressive of distress; the lips and 
nails of the fingers livid, the whole surface 
of the body cold. She was perfectly sensi- 
ble, but very weak, and complained of an 


| 
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oppressive fainting sensation at the epigas- 
-trium, The head was free, and respiration 
tranquil, M. Rayer ordered milk to be 
taken copiously, emollient injections, and 
blisters on the internal surface of the thighs. 
On the following day no change had taken 
in the condition of the patient, ex- 
cept that the diarrhoea had somewhat abated ; 
the face was livid, the extremities cold, and 
the pulse could hardly he felt ; the abdomen 
continued free from pain; respiration was 
not laborious, although the ient ex- 
pressed by signs, that she was tormented by 
a feelirg of suffocation and violent oppres- 
sion at the sternum. Hirud. xv. sbdonnin. 
contin. remed. On the 29th, the vomiting 
had diminished ; tke other symptoms con- 
tinued the same, On the 30th, an unex- 
pected improvement seemed to have taken 
place ; the vomiting had entirely subsided, 
and the patient appeared to feel much bet- 
ter, although she_was extremely weak, She 
complained of a slight pain im the head, and 
giddmess. On the 31st, the latter 
tom had increased, and, on the ist of June, 
the patient was found in a comatose state, 
from which it was impossible to rouse her ; 
the eyes were half opened, and roiled from 
one side to the other; ali voluntary motion 
appeared extinct, the pulse was impercep- 
tible, and the pulsation of the heart could 
hardly be heard with the stethoscope ; re- 
iration was very slow, end the extremi- 
ties cold, At noon, she made a sudden effort 
to vomit, and died immediately afterwards. 
On examination, the brain was found very 
firm, and much injected ; the sinus of the 
dura mater gorged with dark-coloured blood, 
of which a considerable quantity was extra- 
vasated on the surface, and at the base of 
the brain. The thoracic cavity contained 
about four ounces of dark-coloured liquid 
blood ; the lungs were of a dark-brown co- 
lour, very solid, and without any trace of 
vessels or air cells; on pressing the sub- 
Stance, which was very like that of the 
leen, no crepitation was produced, and a 
ick blackish fluid was seen oozing from 
it; the mucous membrane of the trachea 
and bronchia was of a brown red colour; 
the heart contained a dark-coloured grumous 
blood, its internal surface, and the pericar- 
dium were injected. The mem 
brane of the stumach, especially at its greater 
arch, was softened, and covered with black 
gangrenous patches, which were also found 
on its peritoneal coat ; the interual tunic of 
the small intestines was injected, and, in 
some places, evidently gangrenous; the 
asceiding colon was softened, and gangren- 
ous throughout. No traces of the poisonous 
substance could be discovered in any part of 
the intestinal canvl. The liver and kidneys 
were full of blood, but in a healthy state. 
The Lusbaud of te above patient, a strong 
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robust man, 46 years of age, was also ad- 
mitted on the same day. According to his 
statement, he had eaten at least as much of 
the mushrooms as his wife, and was like- 
wise, about two hours after breakfast, seized 
with sickness, which ended in frequent vo- 
miting aud diarrhea. On his admission, 
most of the symptoms still continued ; the 
diarrhea had ceased, but he was tormented 
with continual sickness and retching ; the 
extremities were cold, the small, the 
countenance very pallid. He complai 

of excessive anxiety, a sense of oppression - 
on the chest, especially at the pit of the 
stomach, and extreme weakness; the ab- 
domen was free from pain, even on pressure. 
Under the use of the tartarised anti 
(two grains to a pint of water) and the sul- 
phate of soda (one drachm,) which were 
ordered by M. Kapeler, the patient passed 
a tranquil night, and was much relieved on 
the following day ; the vomiting had 
completely, the pulse was found stronger, 
ive sense of constriction over 
the chest had disappeared. M. K 
prescribed the extractum taraxaci, 

ricini, and emollient injections; under the 
use of which, the patient gradually reco- 
vered, and was, on the 15th of June, able to 
leave the hospital.— Journ. Hebdomad, 


Although the treatment of these two 
cases was different, the successful termina- 
tion of the one cannot be attributed to the 
remedies employed ; our readers will, in- 
deed, frequently have had reason to be sur- 
prised at the inactivity of the Parisian prac- 
titioners ; and the cases before us furnish a 
striking instance of it. The difference of 
the constitutions can alone account for the 
different results of the cases. 


TREATMENT OF PURPURA HEMORRBMACICA. 


Mr. E. Moore, of Islington, has sent us 
some observations on the treatment of pur- 
ura hemorrhagica, in which he expresses 
is opinion of the injurious effects of calo- 
mel in that disease. ‘‘ In every case of m 
own and my friends,” says Mr. M., “ 
which that medicine has been exhibited, the 
symptoms have put on the same appearances, 
and been fol'owed by the same results, while 
those cases which were treated at first with 
warm baths, sullue pargatives, and moderate 
diet, invariably recovered. In Mr. Head's 
case, related in No. 29%, bloody evacuations, 
rapid sinking of the pulse, and prostration of 
strength almost immediately followed the 
exhibition of calomel, for which the post- 
mortem examination does not account, 
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COOPER v. WAKLEY. 


At a numerous PUBLIC MEETING of Members of the Medical and Sargical Professions, and other 
» held at the Freemasons’ Tavern, on Tuesday, Dec. 23, pursuant to public Advertisement, 


James Paty, Req. in the Chair :—It was, resolved, by an immense m ity: 
That the aad impartial principles on which Tas Lancer was first established, have been 
preserved by Mr. pee ey at all aka and as it was oer at the late Trial, that the legal 
expenses of some of b il by certain Hospital Physicians 
rsived, thats ble Subseription be opened fo 


the late Aectien. James Pary, 
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*,* The cabosriptions of Mr. Whitman—Mr. Hindmarsh—Y. Z.—A Friend to the Hospitals—H.— 
Mr. Lucas—and Y. Y. Y.—were received after the books were closed on Wednesday, March 25th. If 
those Gentiemen by whom they were sent will state to what addresses they may be forwarded, they shall 
be retarned immediately. — any of them remain unclaimed after a short period, the amount leit 


shall be given to the 


of the late Starnen 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications seceived from Mr. Wm. 
Addison—Mr. H. Day—A_ Physician—_ 
Cacassgo—A. B.—Mr. Hindmarsh—Dr. | 
Salmon—G. H. E. 

A Phiebotomist will perceive that Dr.’ 
Blandell’s invaluable lectures are not con-, 
cluded. The other course of lectures to” 
which he alludes is far from complete, as 
the lecturer, owing to a previous arrange-— 
ment, is prevented from selecting his sub- | 
jects or adopting any plan of hisown. Under) 
these circumstances, of course we cannot 
publish it. 

Joe Burns is still at the Middlesex’ 

A Pupil. As the spring 
there is a tendency in a certain Bar at the 
Birmingham Hospital, to again become 
troublesome. We solicit authentic infor- 
mation respecting his movemen 

X.X.° As Mr. D, is a private practi- 
tioner, we could not publish the statement 
respecting “advice and medicines for 
nothing,” even if authenticated. 

Av Apprentice. Such indentures would 
not be received. 

We apprehend the scheme of Y.Z. is 
impracticable. The classification of abilities | 
should precede that of charges. The system, | 
however, admits of improvement. 

A.B. The lectures are published as fast | 
as the numerous aud pressing professional | 
engagements of the eminent and justly ce- 


ing 


Messrs. Burrell, Nunez, Tanner, Burton, 
and Marsden, will perceive that the cor- 
rections have been made. 

A Correspondent Tnquires whether the 
patient, whose case is related in No, 292, 
by Mr. Everett, was affected either at the 
commencement or progress of her complaint, 
with any d at of the functions of the 
ear, from which the purulent discharge is- 
sued ; and whether, in the last attack, any 
discharge took place? © 


BOOKS RECEIVED FOR REVIEW. 


A Practical Treatise on the peculiar Tonic 
and Stomachic Properties of the Round 
Leaf Cornel, in cases of Indigestion, and 
local and general Debility. With diree- 
tions as to the Choice of Diet. With some 

tof Antisy dic Properties of the 
Lobelia Inflata. By J. H. Robinson, M.D. 
Second edition. London, Ilighley, pp. 110. 

An ‘Essay on the Use of the Nitrate of 
Silver, in the Cure of Inflammation, Wounds, 
and Ulcers. By John Higginbottom, 
M.R.C.S, Second edition, much improved 
and enlarged. London, Seeley and Burn- 
side. pp. 204, 


ERRATUM. 
In the letter on Mr. Lawrence’s case of 


lebrated lecturer, will admit of his return- lithotomy, p. 61, of our last Number, for 
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